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All to Thee, our God, we owe, 
Source whence all our blessings flow. 
—A. L. Barbauld, 1773 
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; AND WEEK-END RALLIES IN: 
JACKSONVILLE January 14,15 BRADENTON & SARASOTA February 4 


ORLANDO January 21, 22 TAMPA February 5 — . paaviation neenee “< 76.7% anes nthe 
largest in the nation—Florida has moved to the fore in 

CLEARWATER January 28 TALLAHASSEE February 11 areas of significance in the present history of our country. 
ST. PETERSBURG January 29 GAINESVILLE February 12 Here in Florida there is a vast potential for spiritual 


achievement. New lives...new families...new homes... 
new communities are all around us. 

To meet these opportunities of a new decade is the 
responsibility of the Church and of every Christian. The 
resultant impact upon the life of this state—and the 
nation—can be history making. 
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Thanksgiving? 


In the midst of material prosperity unsurpassed in the 
world, thousands of Christians on this November 24 will 
thank God for the blessings of home and nation, for health 
and wealth, for food and clothing, comfort and conven- 
ience, for increased abundance and security. Many will be 
sincere and devout, yet their thanksgiving may be false, 
even unconsciously hypocritical—false, because the thanks- 
giving is predicated upon material prosperity as a certain 
indication of God’s blessing; hypocritical, because the prayer 
essentially is self-centered, self-assured, and self-satisfied. 

In the Gospel according to Luke our Lord makes His sole 
reference to a prayer of thanksgiving—the self-righteous 
prayer of a self-centered Pharisee who prays with himself, 
“I thank thee I am not as other men.” Our Lord contrasts 
this prayer with the prayer of a publican. A tax collector 
who had reached the end of himself, and casting himself 
before God, cried: “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

The Pharisee is condemned, not for the giving of thanks 
but because of the utter falsity both of the man and of his 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

Essentially the Pharisee’s prayer of thanksgiving was an 
expression of pride and a claim to self-righteousness based 
upon a comparison of himself with the publican. This was 
his first mistake. He compared himself, a sinner, although 
unrecognized, with other sinners instead of measuring himself 


beside the absolute perfection of a holy, yet merciful, 
God. 

The Pharisee was thankful because, “I am not an extor- 
tioner like this publican.” Perhaps he had not sat at the 
receipt of customs as had the publican, forcing out of the 
helpless, oppressed people more than was just and using this 
for his personal gain. But he did not ask himself, “Have 
I ever envied or wished to gain at another’s expense, even 
in the matter of religious recognition and position?” 

“J am not unjust.” Perhaps he had never consciously 
defrauded his brother, yet he did not ask, “Have I been 
guilty of the criticism of others, of unfair gossip, of passing 
judgment on my fellows without obtaining the facts, with- 
out inquiring as to the other man’s side of the question?” 

“T am not an adulterer.” Yet he did not ask himself, 
“Have I never looked upon a woman and lusted after her © 
and in the desire of my heart possessed her?” 

He then turned to boast of his supposed good deeds and . 
righteousness: “I fast twice each week. I give tithes of all 
I possess.” Such boasting is not unlike that of the individ- 
ual who is proud because he pays his debts when they are 
due, because he pays his income tax, as though doing the 
thing that the law requires is a good work, is a basis for 
pride and self-satisfaction. 

(Continued on page 868) 
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HE 48th Psalm is an old thanksgiv- 

| ing hymn, one of many songs of 
praise and thanksgiving 

It praises God for protecting 
Jerusalem from her enemies when alien 
armies had gathered against her. This 


deliverance led to a thanksgiving serv- 


Father of all mércies, we thine un- 


Thinking of God’s Loving-Kindness 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


worthy servants, do give thee most 
humble and hearty thanks for all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness to us, and 
to all men. We bless thee for our 
creation, preservation, and all the bless- 
ings of this life.” 

Our creation is indeed a fitting place 
to begin our thanksgiving. Do you ever 
thank God for the wonderful experience 
of being alive? “God took us out of 
nothingness and placed us on life’s 
happy shores” and we should be grate- 
ful: for the wonderful mystery of life. 
God has not only made us, as He has 
all else, but has made man in His own 
image. There is a likeness to God about 
us that is not found in the animals. On 
our bodily side we have a link with 
the animal world, but man has a higher 
part to him than animals have—a like- 
ness to God, making it a privilege to be- 
long to the human race. It is good to be 


in the 


In many 


“Almighty God, 

















alive. Our creation in the image of 
God gives us the capacity and privilege 
of having fellowship with God, of 
knowing Him and sharing with Him in 
great designs yet to be unfolded. Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever. To know, love, and please 
Him makes life most worthwhile, and 
all this we could never experience had 
we never been created. So, let us thank 
God for our creation. 


And then for our preservation, all the 
wonder of His care of us. People in 
their late forties or older today have 
lived through two world wars and 
through the hard times of the thirties. 
Through all those wide-spread troubles 
we have come, as well as through other 
afflictions common to people such as 
illness and accidents. Yet we survive 
and still enjoy much in this life. We 
should certainly be grateful for God’s 
provision and protection through many 
testing years. 

Then, to creation and preservation is 
added the thought of “all the blessings 
of this life.” And how many and how 
enriching they are! Think of some of 
them—mother’s love, father’s guidance, 
family fellowship, enriching friendships, 
education, work and the ability and 
opportunity to earn, holidays, good 
books, travel, and comfortable homes. 
For these and all other blessings of this 
life we owe hearty thanks to our 
Heavenly Father. 

But there are yet greater blessings to 
which the Prayer of General Thanks- 
giving procedes: “But above all, for 
thine inestimable love in the redemp- 
tion of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the means of grace and the 
hope of glory.” In thinking of our pres- 
ervation and other earthly blessings 
we may have thought of times when 
people are stricken with trouble and of 
the lack of some of the blessings of this 
life in the case of those less happily 
Situated than we are. We live in a 
fallen world and this life holds much 
trouble that is the result of our fall 
into sin. To such troubles we all are 
heirs. They come, in some form, to us 
all. But God has done some wonderful 
things about human sin and its entail 
of woe. These are the things to which 
this thanksgiving prayer now turns. 

Redemption is the first. The redemp- 
tion of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ has God’s inestimable love be- 
hind it. The word “redemption” takes 
us to Calvary where Christ Jesus died 
to release us from the penalty and the 
enslaving bondage of sin. Without 
Jesus Christ and His atoning death for 
us, we should have no peace with God, 
no forgiveness, no Holy Spirit to re- 
generate us and renew God’s likeness 
in us, no freedom to come to God in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you” (John 14:2). 
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prayer. Here then is a blessing greater 
than our creation, our preservation, or 
any of the common mercies of this life, 
the blessing of being saved by the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, our blessed 
Saviour. 

Then the prayer continues with 
thanks for the means of grace—those 
things that make God’s pardon and 
deliverance from sin real in our lives. 
Christ died that we might be forgiven 
and God has given us the means of 
grace by which to receive to ourselves 
His pardoning love and saving power. 

One means of grace is the Bible— 
God’s Word, telling us how He would 
have us live, how far short we fall, 
but also of the sending of His Son to 
die for us, and how we may receive the 
Saviour for our own need and come 
into a Christian’s newness of life. When 
we meditate on the Holy Scriptures 
they speak to us. God speaks through 
them and makes us wise unto salvation. 
So does the Bible become a means of 
grace, something that brings God’s 
mercy and saving power right to our 
own souls. 

Another means of grace is prayer. 
In the Bible, God speaks to us. In 
prayer, we speak to Him and both are 
necessary and precious means of grace. 
Let us neglect neither the one nor the 
other. Have your quiet time with your 
Bible and your time for prayer every 
day. Only thus is the sense of God 
kept vivid and effective in our souls so 
that we are not overborne by the 
sights and sounds of this world of 
sense. Prayer keeps us bringing every- 
thing to God for His help and di- 
rection. It keeps us trusting Him as 
our Heavenly Father. It gives peace 
and serenity when life is stormy and 
troubled. It enables us to prove that 
God is a very present help in trouble; 
a -wonderful means of grace indeed, 
and one we neglect to our grievous loss. 


Still another means of grace is Chris- 
tian .fellowship—the friendship and 
help of other Christians in the bonds 
of the Christian Church. By being one 
with the Christian group we do not 
stand alone, and the realization that 
others are one with us in the great ex- 
perience of knowing, trusting, and serv- 
ing Christ is a strengthening thing. To 
have our fellow Christians with us along 
the way helps to keep us in the Chris- 
tian way. Christ knew His people 
would need one another and so He in- 
stituted the fellowship of the Christian 
Church. That fellowship is an effective 
means of grace. 

There remains one more great Chris- 
tian blessing finding mention in this 
prayer of thanksgiving. Besides re- 
demption through Christ and the means 
of grace, we rejoice in and give thanks 
for the hope of Glory. We are glad that 
this life is not all. There is a better 
life beyond for all who love God and 
trust and obey His Son. The hope of 
glory is a blessed thing to keep us go- 
ing when the going is hard. To cherish 
the hope of Glory is to realize that 
present griefs and testings will give 
way to the heavenly Home, to a more 
blessed life where there shall be no 





more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain— 
a life in which God shall wipe away al] 
tears. This life can be good, and for 
all its blessings we should be thankful, 
But life here can be hard, too, and 
then we realize what a blessing is the 
hope of Glory, of the sinless, tearless, 
pain-free life of Heaven. 

Think then of the goodness of God in 
creating us, preserving us, and in al] 
the blessings of this life. Thank Him 
for these good things, but thank Him 
yet more for redemption through Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of Glory. Then, as you realize 
how much God has done, is doing, and 
will yet do in blessing you, your praise 
will turn to prayer as it does in the 
Prayer of General Thanksgiving. You 
will ask help to show forth your 
thanksgiving, not only with your lips, 
but also in your life by giving yourself 
up to God’s service and walking before 
Him in holiness and righteousness all 
your days. You will thus pray that 
thanksgiving may show itself in thanks. 
living, a life lived joyfully serving the 
God from whom all blessings flow. 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). This 
is the only proper response to all 
God’s goodness to you. 
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Should We Think of and Plan 
for the Future Materially? 


Please help me. Some of my friends 
say that God’s Word teaches that we 
should not think of and plan for the 
future materially. I know that God 
takes care of the sparrow and He 
takes care of me, and will do so in the 
future. But does this mean we should 
spend everything we get—save back 
nothing? I do not believe that a 
Christian should hoard money or be 
selfish. I tithe my income, but is it 
wrong to put aside a little here and 
there that I may not be dependent on 
strangers in my older years?—An 
Indiana reader. 

No one, except God, can tell another 
how much he should give systemat- 
ically to the work of the Lord and how 
much he may spend upon himself. The 
Old Testament standard for Israel was 
the tenth of a man’s income set aside for 
the Lord. The New Testament standard 
is laid down in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 
and 1 Corinthians 16 where believers 
are reminded of the grace of the Lord 

(Continued on page 867) 
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URTHER confirming the conclu- 

sion that the Rapture would take 

place not only prior to the glori- 
ous appearing but before Daniel’s sev- 
entieth week began, it was discovered 
that, whereas many parts of the pro- 
phetic Word treated the Great Tribu- 
lation in one way or another, only six 
specific Scriptures spoke of it as a 
time of trouble unparalleled in his- 
tory. They were Jeremiah 30:7; Dan- 
iel 12:1; Matthew 24:21; Mark 13: 
19; Revelation 3:10, and 7:14. Of these, 
the first four were seen to be Jewish, 
that is, that it would be a time of 
great anguish for the Jews for whom 
deliverance would finally come by Mes- 
siah’s appearing. 

The Jeremiah reference described it 
as the “time of Jacob’s trouble”; in 
Daniel it was Daniel’s people who were 
spoken of as involved in it; the Mat- 
thew and Mark passages spoke of Judea, 
the Sabbath, the Temple, and the dan- 
ger of being deceived by false mes- 
siahs. All of this was definitely Jewish. 

Revelation 3:10 had a wider appli- 
cation for it spoke of the Great Tribu- 
lation as coming “upon all the world 
to try them that dwell upon the earth,” 
but also had a precious promise to the 
Christian that he would be kept from 
that hour. The sixth reference spoke 
of Gentiles, but the context distin- 
guished two saved companies, one 
Jewish and the other Gentile, which 
precluded the thought of it being the 
Church. 


The Blessed Effects of Expectation 


So of six passages, that clearly iden- 
tified the Great Tribulation, four were 
Jewish, and one, though applying to 
Gentiles, was very doubtful as a re- 
ference to the Church. The only one 
that clearly had to do with saints of 
this present church period had a special 
promise that they would be kept out 
of that time altogether. 

Thus it was seen clearly, just as 
learned from the beginning, that the 
Lord’s coming was imminent and might 
occur at any moment as far as could 
be known. We have already seen what 
a blessed effect this expectation had 
on many Christians in those days of 
revival. 

A brief summing up of the filled-out 
prophetic picture as students of proph- 
ecy came to see it in those days, and 
which has remained substantially the 
Same up to the present, would be about 
as follows: First, the Rapture is im- 
minent. Before Daniel’s seventieth 


week begins to run its course, Christ 
will descend from Heaven, the dead 
in Christ will be raised, and, together 
with the living, will be changed and 
caught up to meet Him in the air, 
from whence they shall be conducted 








4. The Midnight Cry 


The full prophetic picture 


By SUMNER OSBORNE 


The order of events preceding and 
accompanying the Lord’s return has 
always been of great interest to stu- 
dents of prophecy. Mr. Sumner 
Osborne gives here the logical and 
widely accepted order from the de- 
scent of the Lord Jesus to meet His 
Church in the air to the setting up 
of His millennial Kingdom. Next 
week in a concluding article, Mr. 
Osborne will name the outstanding 
speakers and writers on the Lord’s 
return and will list many of their 
books. 








to the heavenly Home to be forever 
with the Lord. 

From Hebrews 11:40 and 1 Corin- 
thians 15:23 it would seem that Old 
Testament saints will participate in the 
first resurrection at this time along 
with the members of the Body of 
Christ. ‘There follows in Heaven the 
review of every believer’s life at the 
judgment seat of Christ so that every 
man may have his reward and praise 
of God (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 4:5). The 
heavenly saints worshiping round about 
the throne is seen representatively in the 
twenty-four elders (Rev. 4:4, 10, 11; 
5:8-10). The Church is presented with- 
out spot and glorious to Christ as the 
heavenly Bridegroom (Eph. 5:27), and 
the marriage supper takes place (Rev. 
19: 7-9). 

“On earth, the seven-year period of 
Daniel’s seventieth week is running its 
course. The Roman Empire is revived 
in a ten-kingdom form and is headed 
by a powerful leader, the “beast.” A 
king arises and flourishes in the midst 
of Israel, still in unbelief, and a cove- 
nant is made with the Roman prince. 
A northeastern coalition of nations out- 
side the Roman sphere continually 
menaces both Israel and the western em- 
pire, but the Roman leader maintains 
world supremacy. In the midst of the 
“week” a terrible abomination of hu- 
man idolatry is begun in the Temple 








Thanksgiving 
By M. Christian 


In Thy great storehouse of 
eternal good 

Thy blessings Lord, are kept 
for all our need; 


And as Thine eye will mark 
the sparrow’s fall 
Thine ears are tuned to hear 
the feeblest call; 


Watching, O Lord, our smallest 
want to see 

Waiting to hear our whispered 
thanks to Thee. 


November 5, 1960 (Lesson for November 20) 





at Jerusalem, and there follow devas- 
tating invasions into the eastern part 
of the Roman Empire. Human wick- 
edness abounds and Gad’s judgments 
are poured out on the earth—first, 
more providential in character in the 
seals; then later, more direct in the 
trumpets; and finally, more severe and 
widespread in the vials, until every- 
thing that fallen man has built up un- 
der the domination of Satan begins to 
fall to pieces. 

In the midst of all this there will be 
a small minority of Jews who turn to 
the Lord, the godly remnant whose 
witness both to Israel and the nations 
we have already considered. Their 
persecutions will be severe and martyr- 
dom will be the lot of many. A 
multitude of Gentiles will find salvation 
through their testimony, and it would 
seem that the greater part of these 
will be from those areas that are more 
remote from the immediate scene of 
the Beast’s activities, and where the 
earth’s inhabitants have enjoyed less 
light than have the “earth dwellers” 
of the lands of Christendom. It goes 
without saying that there will be in- 
tense longing on the part of the rem- 
nant for the appearing of their Messiah 
and King. Many of the expressions in 
the Psalms will be on their lips in that 
dreadful hour. 


When Wickedness Reaches Its Climax 


Just when man’s wickedness reaches 
its climax and God’s most severe judg- 
ments are being inflicted, the moment 
arrives for the glorious appearing. The 
heavens open and Christ comes forth 
in glory and majesty accompanied by 
the heavenly armies. “In righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make war” 
(Rev. 19:11). Only the Scriptures them- 
selves can adequately portray that awe- 
some scene! The armies of earth are 
destroyed, their leaders sent to their 
doom, Satan is bound, and all the na- 
tions are gathered before the King to 
be judged. Gentiles who have be- 
friended the remnant and received their 
testimony will enter the Kingdom. The 
rest are banished to perdition. As for 
Israel, there will be national repentance 
when they see their King, “whom they 
have pierced,” coming on the clouds of 
heaven (Zech. 12:10). The remnant 
becomes the nucleus of the converted 
nation that will enter the Kingdom. 
But Israel, too, will be judged and all 
the rebels purged from their number 
(Ezek. 20: 33-38). 

Thus it is that man’s day comes to 
an end. The present world system 
will be crushed and entirely set aside, 
and God’s order will prevail. The 
Kingdom in its public form as prom- 
ised to David will be established in 
power. Heaven and earth will be 
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closely linked during the millennium. 
On earth, Israel will be head among 
the nations and Jerusalem will be the 
world capital. All the Gentiles will 
be ranged around this center. Above 
the earth will be the heavenly city, 
the seat of Christ’s government, for 
the throne of God and the Lamb are 
there. The city is called the Lamb’s 
wife because its chief occupant is the 
Church but Old Testament saints will 
share in it also. Christ and His heav- 
enly saints will reign. Governmental 
administration will issue from the 
heavenly Jerusalem to the _ earthly, 
thence to the twelve tribes and finally 
to all the nations of the earth. It will 
be the dispensation of the fullness of 
times when all things in Heaven and 
earth will be gathered together under 
Christ’s hand of authority in one har- 
monious and glorious scene. God’s 
glory will fili the universe being dis- 
played in Christ and the Church, and 
this in turn will draw forth praise to 
Him from all creation. 
Joyful now the wide creation 
sts, in undisturbed repose; 
Blest in Jesus’ full salvation, 
Sorrow now, nor thralldom knows! 

Beyond the millennium are the new 
heavens and new earth and the eternal 
state, but with this much our sketch 
of the prophetic picture must close. 


A Word or PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


In closing this review, may I be per- 
mitted a personal word in order to 
help the reader better to understand 
how this precious truth of the Lord’s 
coming and all the aspects of prophecy 
connected with it have come down to 
us at the present day, or in a word, 
how “the midnight cry” has gone forth 
and is still heard. 

Some thirty years ago, I began to 
attend the First Presbyterian Church 
in Seattle, Wash., where Dr. Mark A. 
Matthews was pastor. It is my un- 
derstanding that up until the outbreak 
of World War I he had been an ardent 
postmillennialist and thought that the 
nations had become too civilized to 
ever fiy at each others’ throats again. 
But the war showed him how wrong 
he had been, and, through the study 
of the Word, he came to see that there 
would never be lasting peace until 
Christ returned to reign. 

From that time, Dr. Matthews be- 
came a strong preacher of premillen- 
nial truth and the church became a 
center for Bible and prophetic, con- 
ferences where thousands were blessed. 
Such well-known Bible expositors as 
B. B. Sutcliffe, A. C. Gaebelein, Lewis 
Sperry Chafer and others were fre- 
quent conference speakers. Also, at 
the time I was attending there, Dr. C. 
R. Sceafe, an excellent Bible expositor 
and prophetic teacher, ministered for 
a whole year with much blessing to 
the Lord’s people. 

I was privileged to sit under much 
of this ministry. Also there was a 
bookroom in the church where many 
of the books written by these men 
could be obtained. I shall never for- 
get how much help I received from 
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Dr. Gaebelein’s exposition, “The Gos- 
pel of Matthew” (out of print), and 
Dr. Chafer’s Book,. “Salvation” (Dun- 
ham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, $2.50). 
Others- could be named. Later, when 
a student at Dallas Theological Sem- 
inary, I had access to the excellent 
library there, the nucleus of which 
was the large and carefully selected 
collection of Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
My knowledge of good books began to 
broaden, and among them were a num- 


Who Is the Teacher? 








ber of works on prophecy. For the 
first time I became acquainted with 
some of the writings of William Kelly, 
one of the great Bible scholars of Eng. 
land in the nineteenth century. It was 
not until long after I had graduated 
from seminary, however, that I began 
to realize how extensive and rich was 
the literature on prophetic subjects that 
had grown out of the revival, the his- 
tory of which we have been tracing. 


(To be continued) 


A teacher learns by teaching 


AVE you ever tried to teach a Be- 

ginners’ Sunday school class? If you 
have not, you have missed a wonderful 
experience. You have also missed a 
great opportunity, an opportunity to 
plant spiritual seed, and to do a little 
personal spiritual growing. 

Small, innocent faces raised to you! 
What can you do to be worthy of the 
faith and trust, the expectation showing 
in those little faces? ‘You have to find 
something to say, something big and un- 
shakably true. Suddenly you feel very 
humble. 

The Sunday I first took my son to 
Sunday school, I stayed to see how he 
might react. There were two other 
mothers doing the same. Shortly after 
the classes assembled we went into the 
classroom. The little boys sat at a low 
table, coloring wildly, with no guidance 
or motive. A young girl watched them 
as she folded the papers to be given to 
them later. I asked what the boys were 
supposed to be coloring. “Oh, anything! 
That’s the best way I know to keep 
them busy and quiet, and use up the 
time. They all like to color.” 

There were only a few precious min- 
utes to teach the children about God’s 
Word and His love, and these few min- 
utes were wasted, just coloring! Don’t 
misunderstand. I have nothing against 
coloring, provided it is done with a pur- 
pose, if used in Sunday school. 

This was not really the girl’s fault. 
She was only baby-sitting, and no one 
had told her how to teach. We learned 
that there was no regular teacher for 
these little boys. We put our heads to- 
gether, and decided to take turns teach- 
ing until a teacher could be found. 
Well, as it turned out, I was it. When I 
consented to try, I vowed, “If those 
crayons are ever used again, it will be 
for a purpose.” 

On my first Sunday as a regular 
teacher, I sought to find a base from 
which to work. I wanted those seven 
little boys to learn a lot. To learn, each 
must be present. To insure presence, 
each must desire to come. The desire 
must be instilled through interest and 
satisfaction with our classroom activities. 
And each boy must be inspired with the 
feeling that his presence was necessary. 

Studies have indicated that appar- 
ently each individual is born into this 
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world with the desire to be important. 
To foster this importance, a child must 
feel wanted and necessary; he must be 
one of the group. This identifies him. 

With this idea in mind I had prepared 
attendance cards on which I wrote the 
boys’ names. I let each one hold his 
card for a time. I told them that next 
Sunday I would bring stars for them to 
paste on the cards. Was each boy back 
the next Sunday? Absolutely! And 
each boy pasted attendance stars for the 
previous Sunday and for the current 
Sunday. Desire to come had been in- 
spired by identification and participation. 

Most little children love to partici- 
pate! They love to sing “Jesus Loves 
Me,” occasionally more than once. If 
they choose it a second time, sing it a 
second time. After all, who is being 
taught? Not the teachers, not the su- 
perintendent; it is the children! They 
love “Precious Jewels,” too. 

They like to pass the papers, and they 
should pass them, even though they do 
make a mess of it. I have heard a child 
say with delight to an older sister after 
class, “I got to pass the papers, I got to 
pass the papers!” 

Though I had these steps in mind (de- 
sire to be present, satisfaction through 
participation and identification), I had 
another important idea to implant: rev- 
erence for God and His house. I 
wanted each boy to learn respect for 
our Sunday school, our church. With 
my beginners, I just said, “We must not 
quarrel or fight, or push or be naughty 
in God’s house. He would not like that.” 
I let that be enough for the time being. 
Later I gave breadth to the idea like 
this: “We come here to learn about God. 
One of the first things God wants us to 
learn is to be nice to each other. Be 
nice here, be nice at home, try all week. 
God will help you if you think about 
Him.” 

My basis for teaching respect for 
God’s house was talking of respect for 
our own and our neighbors’ houses. 
“Would you mess up your friend’s 
home? Would you like your playmates 
if they broke or destroyed things in 
your house?” They got the idea. ; 

Reverence is a true stopper for many 
unruly outbursts. Reverence requires 
reasonable quiet. Interested children 
usually are quiet; so I knew I must grab 
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“terest at once, induce quiet, and pro- 
ceed from there. 

With my boys seated and with their 
coats off, we visited for a moment. 
Then I told them that we were to say a 
Thank-you prayer to God for all the 
good things He has given to us and 
done for us. I asked for suggestions. 
They responded with the usual, “for 
food,” “for Mama and Daddy,” “for 
home”; then came “for our new car that 
ain't paid for yet” and “for my dog 
that has six baby puppies just this 
morning!” We talked about each sug- 
gestion. I was catching at straws by 
this time! It had been a long time since 
I had had contact with a group of small 
children. I guided them back to the 
basic “thank you’s” and told them to 
fold hands for prayer. I taught them to 
bring folded hands up just under the 
chin, bow the head, close the eyes. 
Then I had them follow me in the very 
old children’s prayer: 


Father, we thank Thee for the night, 
And for the a ge morning light, 

For rest and food, and loving care, 

And all that makes the day so fair. Amen. 


After prayer they put hands down 
and looked up to me. They were ready 
for something new. I used this prayer 
routine for all prayers. If any child 
decided to do other than follow the 
routine, I merely laid my hand on his 
head for a moment. That was all that 
was necessary. He probably wondered 
how I knew he digressed, since my eyes 
were closed, too! 

Of course, soon my boys learned 
enough of this prayer to repeat it at 
home. Later two boys said, “Mama says 
she used to sing that prayer.” Now, 
I cannot sing, but I had to try. Some- 
how I managed. Teaching this prayer 
was the initial step in teaching rever- 
ence. Satisfaction grew from this, too. 

I used many and varied devices to in- 
spire the desire to attend Sunday school, 
just as every teacher does. I used the 
star attendance card mentioned earlier, 
because it was easy, and I needed time 
to gain experience. Besides, the boys 
‘dearly loved those brightly colored 
Stars, and each boy was so happy to 
choose and paste his own star. Each 
boy was learning that he was impor- 
tant. There was a card in Sunday 
school with his own name on it; he 
could paste his own chosen star! Per- 
fect attendance for a quarter won a 
prize—not candy, not a toy or gimmick. 
It was a larger gold star, and in each 
instance it was proudly licked and at- 
tached to his card of stars. 

Each quarter required a change of 
identification ideas. One device popu- 
lar with my boys was quite an effort 
for me. I bought a large sheet of poster 
cardboard. I ruled on it a section for 
each boy and divided each section into 
Squares, a square for each Sunday in the 
quarter. I named the sections for my 
boys, and dated each square for the 
Sunday dates. Then I turned to my 
mail-order catalogs. I cut out a little 
boy’s head for each boy, for each Sun- 
day. Each Sunday I put a dot of paste 
on the back of a cut-out-head, for each 
boy and then the boys pasted “them- 
Selves” on the indicated square. This 
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was very real to the boys. I remember 
one little fellow who always kissed the 
pasted representation of himself, and 
another who turned back and waved to 
the poster as he left the classroom. 
Each felt that he was leaving a part of 
himself, and he would come back to see 
that part of himself again and again. 
At the end of the quarter, these cards 
went home with the boys. 


Whatever attendance identification was | 


currently being used, there were ready 
extra cards for visitors. The visitor was 
always given a chance to paste his star, 
or boy-head, or whatever! This card 
could serve as an attendance record 
when shown back in his own Sunday 
school. All this in the name of desire, 
satisfaction, identification, and partici- 
pation! 

I cudgeled my brain, read books and 
magazines, seeking new ideas, pictures 
that taught a lesson, anything to, main- 
tain interest in the lessons, and stimu- 
late that desire to attend. Games were 
used, and I even invented a few games 
of my own to hold interest and “teach a 
thing of value.” We had no time to 
waste on useless play, but like the col- 
oring, the play had to have a purpose. 

Memory verses were taught, and even 
three-year-old tongues learned to say 
them. Each memory verse was printed 
on a card large enough to be easily 
viewed. There was always a picture, 





N THE departure of a group of 
visitors in the home of the Carl 
Lindmans, missionaries in Alaska, one 


small friend remained behind. “Elmer” 
was a little hand puppet whose rolling 
eyes and sparkling expression won the 
hearts of both children and grownups in 
the family. So intrigued were they by 
the little fellow that they convinced his 
owner he should be donated to the cause 
of missions. Elmer proved to be an in- 
valuable helper in the Bible school and 
Sunday school’ work of the Lindmans’ 
new church in Anchorage. 

Much simpler to operate than string- 
controlled puppets, little cloth figures 
such as Elmer are operated on the hand, 
using the fingers for manipulation. 
Easily available, one of these little atten- 
tion devices can be used by anyone, re- 
gardless of skill or talent. It involves 





sometimes the day’s Bible verse picture, 
sometimes another that clearly showed 
the idea of the verse. Of course, these 
children could not read, but by associa- 
tion and repetition they learned these 
memory verses. These cards were given 
to the boys at the end of the quarter, a 
gift because the boys were present. 

These same cards were real instruc- 
tors. Each verse was part of a story, the 
story teaching a truth, one which should 
be a basic part of a child’s spirit- 
ual foundation. “Love One Another.” 
“God Is Love.” Little children know 
love, so they understand these texts. 
Tell any child that God loves him, will 
take care of him, will guide him to do 
right; even little folks understand. Tell 
them that God wants them to love Him 
and trust Him. Tell them that they are 
important to God. The idea grows with 
careful nurture; God’s actuality becomes 
clearer; Jesus becomes almost as real as 
you or I. And that is faith, faith in God 
as a loving God, faith in His Son-as our 
Saviour. Faith has been taught, or in- 
spired, or developed, through the chan- 
nel of love, and you, teacher, will have 
helped. 

I learned many things in my associa- 
tion with my little boys. I attained 
many satisfactions, perhaps the greatest 
that I had served the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And again, who taught whom? 


RIVERTON, Wyo. 


Where's Elmer? 


Hand puppets in the Sunday school 


By FLORENCE LINDMAN 


Elmer greets a class of Sunday 
school youngsters. 


little cash outlay, no cumbersome equip- 
ment, and comparatively little prepara- 
tion time. 

Every youth worker readily admits 
that children and young people do need 
variety. No matter how much interest 
one method creates, if used continu- 
ously it loses its appeal for young 
listeners. Hand puppets, missionary 
Lindman found, are especially effective 
as a monotony breaker. They amuse 
and enliven a program, yet they can be 
used to teach as well. 

You will find, in using a puppet, as 
the Lindmans did, that new ideas will 
crop up from day to day. Intending to 
use the puppet for the opening day of 
Bible school, they found the youngsters 
begging for it the next. Almost every 


day thereafter, Elmer was called on for 
something different. 


One day he di- 
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rected the singing of a new chorus. An- 
other, he played a toy trumpet. He 
assisted im presenting a simple magic 
lesson. Many of his accomplishments 
were born of suggestions from the 
young people. Prompted by two 
youngsters bringing their own puppets, 
Elmer was used to bring out the lesson 
of bringing others. He even played a 
piano solo—one finger style, of course. 
Each day found the children anticipating 
a visit from their little friend. 

Puppets such as Elmer can be secured 
at most novelty stores or toy depart- 
ments. Choose your puppet wisely. 
There is a wide variety and all can be 
used, but one with a definite personal- 
ity is best for repeated use. The best, 
such as Elmer, have moveable eyes and 
a certain lifelike sparkle. 

Build up this personality in your pup- 
pet. Make him shy or bold, silly or sad, 
and have him act accordingly each time. 

There are many tricks to use in im- 
proving the puppets you _ purchase. 
Elmer’s clothing was lengthened to form 





a more adequate covering for the hand. 
A pocket with a real handkerchief was 
added. Rubber bands placed on the 
ends of the arms help keep the hands in 
position on one’s fingers. 

With puppets, as with any other visual 
aids, “practice makes perfect.” Go 
through the routine in front of a mirror 
or try it out on an individual child for 
definite reactions. 

Use any means to create the illusion 
of reality. Elmer gleefully points to 
children in the audience, waves at them, 
whispers in Carl’s ear, weeps and wipes 
his eyes with his hanky. To the little 
ones he seems a real person. When he 
greets them or says good-by with a 
jaunty wave they timidly wave in re- 
sponse. 

One word of caution in using a hand 
puppet: do not overwork your little 
friend and helper. Bring him along 
only occasionally. Leave him home 
enough to keep the youngsters clamor- 
ing, “Where’s Elmer?” 


PILLAGER, MINN. 


Ebenezer Elliott's Great Hymn 


A hymn that arouses the Christian’s 
sense of social obligation 


OES the name of Ebenezer Elliott 
mean anything to you? 

Probably not. There are not many 
persons who can identify him today. 
On the face of it, it would not appear 
that he was very important, especially 
when one learns he was an English 
businessman, and most of his life was 
passed in Sheffield, where he was en- 
gaged in the iron business. 

Yet, there is no doubt that this busy 
Englishman wrote one of the great 
hymns of the modern Christian Era. 
Nowadays, when one reads his vigorous 
stanzas that begin 


When wilt Thou save the poet 
O God of mercy, when? . 


one could easily believe they ued been 
inspired by some modern social move- 
ment, they are so charged with social 
consciousness. 

As a matter of fact, this hymn be- 
longs to one of the most eventful 
periods of English history—the early 
nineteenth century. The new Industrial 
Revolution was in full stride, and a 
great, new manufacturing era had 
opened. That was the time when thou- 
sands of families gave up farming to 
flock to the cities and take jobs in 
factories, when children worked long 
hours, when wages were a mere pit- 
tance, and when fearful poverty was 
the common lot of many English folk. 

But if glaring evils existed, there 
also sprang up men who gave all their 
energies to righting these wrongs. 
Names like Richard Cobden and John 
Bright shine like stars in the dark sky 
of that period. To Charles Dickens 
must also go credit for calling attention 
to many of the heartless laws and con- 
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ditions. His novels created a rising in- 
sistence that the evils be done away 
with. 

Last but not least as a moving spirit 
for reform was Ebenezer Elliott, “the 
Corn Law Rhymer.” The fact that he 
was not too deeply absorbed in his 
own business to heed the crying needs 
of the poorer classes speaks eloquently 
for his quickened conscience. 

Elliott found time to write four vol- 
umes of poetry. They were not the 
kind of verses that come from an idle 
dreamer. Far from it. The Sheffield 
iron trader was too socially conscious 
for that, for he strove to awaken his 
readers to the urgent need for certain 
changes in the existing social system. 

With the help of other great leaders, 
he succeeded. In 1833 all England re- 
joiced when Parliament passed the Fac- 
tory Act, limiting and finally doing 
away altogether with the labor of small 
children in factory and mines. Other 
laws curbed the flagrant privileges of 
large landowners; still others extended 
the suffrage. England was surely awake 
at last. Finally, in 1846, the Corn Laws, 
which had made the cost of food so 
high for the poorer classes, were abol- 
ished. 








Did you ever notice what the uncon- 
verted man lives on? In Hosea he feeds 
on the east wind; not very satisfying. 
In Proverbs he feeds on foolishness; 
not. very substantial. In Luke 15 he 
feeds on husks; and in Isaiah 44 on ashes. 
Come and partake of the bread of life, 
oh, sinner.—Record of Christian Work. 

















Probably nobody was happier over 
this turn of affairs than Ebenezer E]-. 
liott. His great work was done. The 


poor Yorkshire boy who had worked’ 


in an iron foundry and then, taking up 
that business, had made a fine income 
out of it, had long since discovered that 
there was no success comparable to 
working for the poor and oppressed 
and trying to relieve their misery. No 
wonder he was jubilant! 

But he did not live long to enjoy 
his triumph. Already near the three 
score and ten mark, he knew his days 
were numbered. When Ebenezer E]l- 
liott died in 1849, all England mourned 
his passing. Happily, he left one glori- 
ous monument. That is the hymn that 
it is your privilege and mine to se 
in our regular worship. 

Today Ebenezer Elliott’s books of 
poems are no longer read, but this 
hymn still continues to stir men to a 
sense of their Christian obligation to 
humanity. Though written more than 
one hundred years ago, its message is 
as fresh and up-to-the-minute as if it 
had been put down on paper within 
the last twenty-four hours: 

When wilt Thou — the people? 

O God of mercy, en? 

Not kings and fonda, but nations, 

Not thrones and crowns, but men. 

Flowers of Thy heart, O God, are they: 

Let them not pass, like weeds, away, 


Their heritage a —— day: 
God save the people! 


Shall crime bring crime forever, 

——— | still the strong? 
Is it will, Father, 
That men shall toil for wrong? 
Man’s clouded sun shall fe rise, 
“No,” say Thy mountains; “ = skies; 
And songs ascend, instead of si; 

God save the people! 


When wilt Thou save the people? 

O God of mercy, when? 

The people, Lord, the people, 

Not crowns and thrones, but men. 
God save Thy peo a =e they are, 
Thy children, as — fair; 
From vice, o pression and despair: 

God save the people! 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


we 


European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





AMPUS Crusade Conference.—It has 

been my great privilege to speak at 
various Bible conferences throughout 
this country and Canada for some thirty 
years or more, and I am grateful in- 
deed for the experiences and memories 
of these occasions. But I think in some 
ways the most satisfying, at least to 
me, and the most effectively planned 
and conducted I have attended, is the 
one from which I have just returned, 
held by Campus Crusade for Christ, 
at Mound, Minn., on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Minnetonka, thirty miles 
out of Minneapolis. The conference is 
more accurately called an Institute. The 
daily schedule is stiff—breakfast is at 
7 o'clock (for which I was most grate- 
ful), and, apart from recreational after- 
noon periods, the schedule continued 
throughout the day until 10 o’clock at 
night, with certain periods set aside, 
of course, for prayer, and other periods 
for small groups to share their prob- 
lems. All the delegates to this con- 
ference were between the ages of 20 
and 30. The entire staff of Campus 
Crusade was there, representing many 
of our larger colleges and universities, 
together with about 100 consecrated 
men and women now in college. The 
staff was given a large text book pre- 
pared by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bright 
(Mr. Bright is the founder of this work), 
and throughout the day, Bibles were 
always in their hands. There was 
nothing stilted or artificial about any 
of this program! I do not think I 
have ever seen faces of nearly 200 
young people quite so radiant with joy 
as I saw that week. (The entire con- 
ference extends over three weeks). 

But the most remarkable period of 
all the time I was there, in my opin- 
ion, was that of Thursday afternoon. 
About 150 of these young people got 
into their cars, drove to Minneapolis, 
and, going in different directions, all 
followed one particular approach to 
any strangers they felt led to speak to. 
They would introduce themselves by 
Saying they were interested in a re- 
ligious census of parts of the city, and 
then they would begin asking questions 
about church affiliation, one’s personal 
religious convictions, and the like. Upon 
their return, at the evening meeting, it 
was discovered that some forty people 
had accepted Christ that afternoon due 
to this personal work campaign! I my- 
self have never known such an after- 
noon or evening venture in any Bible 
conference I have attended in North 
America. 

One of the most amazing experiences 
of that day was reported by a Campus 
Crusade staff member. He went down 
to a beach for his interviews, and, to 
his total surprise, found his speech 
teacher of high school days, who was 
then a pronounced unbeliever. The 
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staff member began to ask him if he 
did not think that the time had come 
to face realities regarding his own soul, 
and the professor said he believed that 
to be true. In a spirit of humility, as 
a pupil to a former teacher, he gradu- 
ally led up to the matter of decision, 
and right there on the beach, this high 
school instructor definitely accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. 


Disappointing Encyclopedias—I am 
hoping that within the next year I will 
find time for making an extensive in- 
vestigation of the very important sub- 
ject of the Person of Christ in our 
modern encyclopedias. Such as I have 
been able to read, I have found very 
disappointing. In the “Universal Stand- 
ard Encyclopedia,” published in 1955, 
which is an abridgement of the “Funk 
and Wagnall’s Encyclopedia,” in Volume 
13, in the article on Jesus Christ, I 
find the following statements: “Except 
for a group of disciples, He was almost 
forgotten after His death until, with 
the increasing importance of Christian- 
ity, He became a figure of legend.” 
The Book of Acts would not support 
the view that Christ “was almost for- 
gotten after His death,” for we are 
told, and archeological evidence sup- 
ports this, that all of Asia was hearing 
the Gospel and, furthermore, such cities 
as Ephesus were being turned upside 
down with the Gospel. How can one 
say that Christ was almost forgotten, 
when the Roman Empire began a wide 
persecution of the Christians before that 
century was over? 

Again, the article refers to “the scan- 
tiness of historical source material and 
its relative unreliability.” Now by this, 
the author can hardly mean anything 
else than the four Gospels. Instead 
of being unreliable today, they stand 
out as more historically dependable 
than ever. 

I wonder how many thousands of 
school children are being referred to 
these encyclopedias, and how many are 
thus being misinformed about the ori- 
gins of the Christian faith. If such 
words as “unreliability” stick in their 
minds, they are not going to listen to 
messages from the Gospels with strong 
approval, and they will enter college 
with a prejudice against the Christian 
faith. 


A Cultural Desert in a Progressive 
Dominion.—In turning the pages of the 
latest issue of World Outlook, the of- 
ficial journal of the Baptist Men’s 
Movement, published in London, I came 
upon two astonishing paragraphs, at 
least, so they were to me, concerning 
the tragic conditions prevailing in a 
territory not too far away from the 
northern boundary of our own beloved 
land, namely, Quebec. I am quoting 
the material without further comment. 





“The province of Quebec, one of the 
few remaining almost completely Ro- 
man Catholic communities in the world, 
is anti-British, anti-American, and anti- 


Parisian. 
schools. 


It has no public (grammar) 

Its capital city of Quebec has 
no public library. It has no compul- 
sory automobile insurance. Until 1943 
it had no compulsory education, and 
even today required school attendance 
up to the age of-fourteen is not en- 
forced in many districts. The province 
spends less than half as much per 
capita on schools as Ontario. In short, 
Quebec is a cultural desert in a pro- 
gressive Dominion doomed to social 
conflict. 

“Quebec citizens, as taxpayers, do 
not support the Church directly. But 
the Government supports the Church 
in various ways and Catholicism is, in 
effect, state religion and dominates the 
entire province. Nearly all the Catholic 
young people are isolated in the Church- 
controlled system of education. Most 
of them leave school at an early age 
and go to work. That the teachers 
find it hard to hold their interest is 
not surprising. A survey during the 
thirties disclosed that the average 
teacher of French-Catholic rural schools 
received less than $200 a year and held 
only an elementary school diploma. In 
1947 a teachers’ union leader protested 
against a system that permitted chil- 
dren to learn from nuns ‘who never 
read a newspaper or listen to the 
radio.’ Today Catholic teachers receive 
approximately half the salaries paid to 
Protestant teachers.” 


Pasternak’s “Experience.”—I am not 
as well-informed in regard to the liter- 
ature that has arisen regarding the life 
and beliefs of the great Russian poet 
and novelist, Boris Pasternak (1890- 
1960) as I would like to be. Hence, 
what I myself have just learned may 
be well-known to many who are more 
thoroughly read in this particular area. 
I have just read an article by a well- 
known reporter, Mr. Jhan Robbins, in 
which he releases a full report of an 
interview he had with Pasternak, in 
the Fall of 1959. The following is quoted 
without further comment. 

“IT was born a Jew. My family was 
interested in music and art and paid 
little attention to religious practice. 
Because I felt an urgent need to find a 
channel of communication to the Crea- 
tor, I was converted to Russian Ortho- 
dox Christianity. But try as I might, 
I could not achieve a complete spiritual 
experience. Thus I am still a seeker. 
Some people tell me that religion won’t 
make any progress until the world has 
solved its practical problems. But I 
believe we shall find it is the other way 
around.” 


At the Annual Missionary Convention 
of the well-known People’s Church of 
Toronto, Canada, founded by Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, the total offering 
amounted to $314,000. The total amount 
given by this church during the last 
generation for foreign missions now ex- 
ceeds $4,000,000. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Psa. 103:1 Bless the Lorp, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name. 

2 Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
‘fits: 

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

6 The Lorp executeth righteousness and judgment for all 
that are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the 
children of Israel. 

8 The Lorp is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 


International Uniform Lesson 








THANKS BE TO GOD 


Psalms 96; 103; 136; printed text, 103:1-18 


Golden Text.—Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.—Psa. 103:1, 2 


11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he re- 
moved our transgressions from us. 

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lorp pitieth 
them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we 
are dust. 

15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the 
field, so he flourisheth. 

16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the 
place thereof shall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lorn is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children; 







plenteous in mercy. 


9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger 


for ever. 


10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded 


us according to our iniquities. 


18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remem- 
ber his commandments to do them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE sobering record of that 
| Pet downgrade movement of the 

heathen, it is significant that at the 
top of the list is the sin of unthankful- 
ness (Rom. 1:21). From the spring- 
board of this sin of omission came the 
downward plunge into the hideous 
morass of idolatry. Significant also is 
the prediction that this same sin of 
ingratitude is to characterize the clos- 


ing period of this age: “In the last 
days ... men shall be . . . unthankful” 
(2 Tim. 3:1, 2). 


This may seem to be a mere trifle. 
However, this is not so, for it reveals 
an attitude of indifference. God, the 
source of all good, is not worth thank- 
ing! In thus minimizing and despising 
His gifts, men minimize and despise 
Him. 

But the Christian is different. He is 
expected to live the new life in an 
atmosphere of genuine appreciation. He 
begins it with “giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made [him] 
meet [or fit] to be [a partaker] .. . of 
the inheritance of the saints in light” 
(Col. 1:12), and continues by “abound- 
ing therein with thanksgiving” (Col. 
2:7). Hence, every day should be 
Thanksgiving Day with the child of 
God. To praise Him with a song mag- 
nifies and pleases “the Lord better than 
an ox or bullock that hath horns and 
hoofs” (Psa. 69:30, 31). 

“O come, let us adore Him!” 


Verse by Verse 
Psalm 103:1.—“Bless the Lord, O my 
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soul: and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name.” This outburst of praise 
sets the key for the entire Psalm. Be- 
cause God has blessed us so lavishly, 
we should bless Him in return. The 
soul refers to the complete personality, 
and goes to the very depths of our 
being, in contrast to mere lip-service. 

Verse 2.—“Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits.” This 
time the command addresses itself also 
to the memory. Though the Lord does 
not forget to bestow the benefits, we 
may easily become so occupied with 
them that we forget their source. 

Verse 3.—“Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.” 
Bodily disease is one of the by-products 
of original sin. Only God can take 
care of the “all” in both the spiritual 
and physical areas. 

“O come, let us adore Him!” 


Verse 4—“Who redeemeth thy life 
. . who crowneth thee with ... tender 
mercies.” Redemption looks to a past 
deliverance, while crowning with mer- 
cies applies to our day-by-day experi- 
ence. 
Verse 5.—“Who satisfieth thy mouth 
. thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.” While this benefit will liter- 
ally apply to Israel in the future, it has 
a present spiritual application to the 
Christian. Our Lord does satisfy and 
does renew. This makes us independ- 
ent of the world’s stimulants. 


Verse 6—“The Lord executeth right- 
eousness ... for all that are oppressed.” 
The Lord not only makes laws but He 
applies them. This may not be always 
evident today, but in the final settle- 
ment of things He will deal in justice 
with all oppressors. 





Verse 7—“‘He made known his ways 
unto Moses, his acts unto the children 
of Israel.” The “ways” of the Lord 
suggest His principles; His “acts” sug- 
gest the deeds. Moses understood the 
former, while Israel saw only the latter. 


Verse 8.—“The Lord is merciful and 
gracious ...” These attributes of Je- 
hovah balance those mentioned in verse 
six. He is righteous yet gracious, and 
the greatest demonstration of this was 
at the cross. 


Verse 9—“He will not always chide 

. .’. “Chide” means contend. Israel’s 
past history provided plenty of proofs 
of this declaration. 


Verse 10—‘He hath not dealt with 
us after our sins...” Had God done 
otherwise, none would have survived, 
for their just penalty called for full 
retribution. 


Verse 11—‘“For as the heaven is high 
above the earth, so great is his mercy 
toward them that fear him.” The meas- 
ure of His mercy is infinite. The future 
atoning death of Christ would right- 
eously settle the sin question and thus 
remove any barrier to the outflow of 
that mercy. 


Verse 12—‘As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us.” Another 
infinite measure here declares the com- 
plete removal of the guilt of the par- 
doned sinner. That guilt is gone forever. 


Verse 13—“As a father pitieth . . 
so the Lord pitieth ...” The true 
earthly father reflects the Heavenly 
Father. He manifests tender compas- 
sion toward His own children. 


Verse 14—“For he knoweth our 
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frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust.” “Frame” and “dust” refer, of 
course, to the lowly origin of our bodies 
(Gen. 2:7). Though the Lord does not 
remember our sins, He does remember 
our limitations. 

Verse 15.—“As for man, his days are 

as grass .. .” This statement is re- 
peated elsewhere in Scripture (see Isa. 
40:6; 1 Pet. 1:24), and emphasizes both 
his frailty and the fact that his life on 
this earth is temporary. 
‘ Verse 16.—“For the wind passeth over 
it, and it is gone...” Just as the wind 
terminates the life of the flower, so the 
rude march of disease and death sweeps 
man off this scene. 

Verse 17—“But the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 

. and his righteousness .. .” His 
eternal loving-kindness and His right- 
eousness extend without limit to all 
men who are subject to His authority. 

Verse 18.—“To such as keep .. . his 
commandments to do them.” “Com- 
mandments” here has the force of pre- 
cepts, and the covenant seems to be 
the New Covenant which will yet be 
enjoyed by redeemed Israel (Jer. 31: 
31-34). Their obedience is not the pro- 
curing cause of the mercy just men- 
tioned, but rather the result of it. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is so easy for us all to become 
more occupied with our blessings than 
with the Blesser; to permit the gifts to 
eclipse the Giver. 

This is illustrated in the story of the 
healing of the ten lepers. While ten 
of them were cleansed by the miracle- 
working Christ, it was only one of 
them who returned to give thanks. 
This evoked our Lord’s comment, “Were 
there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine? There are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger” (Luke 17: 11-19). 

Does this incident provide us with 
any yardstick? May we conclude that 
only ten per cent of the blessed return 
to express appreciation to the Blesser? 

As with us all, the Lord appreciates 
appreciation. His love craves our love 
in return. And He is grieved when 
we take His gifts for granted, and 
come before Him only when some des- 
perate need is crowding in upon us. 

The majority of human beings today 
treat God as they would treat the fire 
extinguisher hanging on the wall—“to 
be used in case of emergency only.” 

The’ Spirit-filled Christian will 
abound in thanksgivings, not only for 
his triumphs but also for his trials. 
After all, this is the real test of Chris- 
tianity. Look at Paul and Silas in 
prison with aching heads and lacerated 
backs. They are the victims of high- 
handed injustice, and the outlook is 
bleak, indeed. Yet what are they do- 
ing? They are both praying and sing- 
ing. It is not difficult to understand 
their praying, but it is thrilling to hear 
them singing amidst such \black cir- 
cumstances. It has been said that the 
Stoic grits and bears it, but the Chris- 
tian sings and bears it! This is where 
true Christianity triumphs. 





November 5, 1960 (Lesson for November 20) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


7. November 13.—Our Experience of God. 
Psalms 116; 117; 118 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. November 27.—Strength in God (Tem- 
perance). ....Psalm 46; Ephesians 6:10-20 








The Psalms of our lesson today over- 
flows with the soul’s gratitude to the 
great and gracious God who has dealt 
with the Psalmist so generously. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The new song and the new sovereign 
(Psa. 96) 

2. Blessings upon the Blesser (Psa. 103) 

3. Mercies that marked Israel’s marches 
(Psa. 136) 


Topics for Development 

The Relation of Spiritual Forgiveness 
to Physical Healing. One of the “bene- 
fits” for which David voices his praise 
involves healing for both soul and 
body. Iniquities are forgiven and dis- 
eases are healed (Psa. 103:3). What 
is the relation between these two? 

One thing is clear: only God can 
forgive all sins and heal all diseases. 

When we relate this to the ministry 
of our Lord Jesus Christ we are com- 
pelled to acknowledge His _ perfect 
deity. Look at Him as He ministers 
to that Capernaum paralytic, both for- 
giving his sinful past and curing his 
crippled limbs as well. (See Mark 2: 
1-12.) The miracle of the latter con- 
firms His authority in the area of the 
former. This should have convinced 
all those who witnessed the miracle 
that Jesus was their divine Messiah. 

Would not Isaiah 35:4-6 point to such 
a conclusion? 

Sin is the consequence of man’s fall 
in Adam, and one of sin’s many by- 
products is physical disease. At the 
cross both root and fruit were atoned 
for; Christ put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself (Heb. 9:26). It does not 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


AME one primary sin that started 
the heathen on their downgrade. 

2. What did one of ten healed lepers 
do after Jesus cured him? 

3. Who alone can forgive all sins 
and heal all diseases? 

4. If the Lord does not always heal 
our bodies now, what has He promised 
to give us? 

5. Who _ alone 
“ways” with Israel? 

6. How far does God remove our 
sins? 

7. Though the Lord does not remem- 
ber our sins, what does He remember? 

8. In what way is man like the grass 
and the flower? 

9. When will the redemption of the 
body become a reality? 

10. What did Christ’s ministry of for- 
giveness and healing indicate? 

(Answers on page 859) 


knew the _ Lord’s 








follow, however, that this is all given 
effect during this present age. Sin and 
its consequences are still very much 
with us. Disease often afflicts the godly 
Christian, and it is quite apparent that 
the Lord does not always choose to 
remove the “thorn in the flesh” though 
He does provide grace to bear it. (See 
2 Cor. 12:7-9.) The believer often 
groans and longingly anticipates the 
redemption of the body at the return 
of Christ (Rom. 8:23). 

The 103rd Psalm in its widest appli- 
cation looks on to the time when Israel 
will be enjoying divine reconciliation 
under the terms of the New Covenant 
in the Kingdom age. (See Jer. 31.) 
Christ as the Son of David will be on 
His own throne of glory, and disease 
will be banished for His redeemed 
ones. (See Isa. 33:24.) The full bless- 
ing of the work of the Cross will then 
apply, and eventually there will be 
“new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 


Practical Applications 

Today’s subject is very practical. 
Take, for example, that good old-fash- 
ioned custom of audibly giving thanks 
for our food. We probably do it si- 
lently when alone, but do we practice 
this audibly when with friends—es- 
pecially in restaurants? 

Some years ago three of us ate one 
noon hour in a downtown restaurant 
in Halifax, N. S. Before eating we 
bowed our heads and gave thanks. Ap- 
parently another diner spotted us and 
regarded it as so singular that he wrote 
to the editor of one of the local papers 
expressing both his surprise and ap- 
proval. This was followed by one of 
the readers who wrote the editor re- 
questing that the item be repeated. 
And so for two successive evenings the 
report appeared in the local press that 
such a rare phenomenon had been seen 
in one of the city’s restaurants! 

Our Lord gave thanks before par- 
taking of food. (See John 6:11; Luke 
24:30.) And Paul followed this example 
“in presence of them all” on that storm- 
tossed ship en route to Rome (Acts 
27: 35). 

This is a good habit to maintain for 
it both glorifies God and is a witness 
to men. 


Golden Text 

Psalm 103:1, 2—“Bless the Lord, O 
my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits.” Here are three self-exhortations 
to “bless.” The Psalmist’s cup is over- 
flowing, and out of the deepest depths 
of his redeemed heart he pours out his 
praise to God. Worship is the highest 
function of the creature. 


West PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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Waiting exercises our grace; waiting 
tries our faith; therefore, wait on in 
hope; for though the promise tarry, it 
can never come too late—C. H. Spur- 
geon. : 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTEeD HYMNS 


“OQ Lord of Heaven, and Earth, and Sea” 
“To God Be the Glory” 
“Count Your Blessings” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—O God 
our Father, the giver of all good, we 
praise and thank Thee for Thy mercies 
coming to us new every morning, for 
seedtime and harvest, summer and 
winter, food and clothing, health and 
reason, home and country, and most 
of all for the blessings of the Gospel. 
Hear us for our country that law and 
order, justice and peace may prevail 
here and that rulers of our land and 
other countries may strive to serve 
Thee and the good of all. Bless the 
spread of the Gospel in all the earth 
and revive Thy Church for her work 
in our time. Bless our homes and grant 
special help to loved ones in trouble or 
sick. Draw the unsaved to Thyself to- 
day in great numbers and multiply 
godly lives and homes in all places. 
Bless this lesson to us and send us 
away loving Thee more because we 
have seen more of Thy great love to 
us. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
shows the writer about to bless God’s 
name, which means to praise Him with 
love and gratitude. He intended to do 
it with all his heart, so he calls upon 
his soul and all that is within him to 
bless the name of God. I knew a 
preacher who was an excellent musician 
and often led the people in singing. If 
there seemed little life in it, he would 
say, “Put your soul into your singing.” 
That is what the Psalmist set himself 
to do and it is how we should always 
sing or pray to God. Soul music, music 
into which we put our hearts, is what 
God wants when we sing His praise. 
Sometimes my friend would ask the 
congregation to think of what they 
were singing and get the wonder of it 
into their hearts. He wanted them to 
put all they had into their singing—not 
necessarily to shout, but all they had 
of understanding, appreciation, and feel- 
ing. 

To do that we must think of the 
many things for which we owe thanks 
to God. Six are mentioned in verses 
three to five. First is God’s forgiveness 


BE | ings 
HANKFUL 





FIRST 
THEN 











of all our sins, then His healing of our 
diseases, next His protecting us from 
threatening danger; fourth, the bless- 
ing of abundance in crowning us with 
loving-kindness, then the blessing of sat- 
isfaction for body and for soul, and 
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last of all the renewal of youth’s vigor 
and freshness. Immortal youth is God’s 
gift to Christians, for “he that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life” (John 
3:36). That life is ours now in spirit, 
though not in body. It will be ours 
even in body when we rise in a body 
glorified like our Lord’s. So, in this list 
of blessings we travel from the pardon 
of sin that begins a Christian life to 
the resurrection in glory that crowns 
it at last, and all these are God’s bene- 
fits freely and lovingly given us through 
our Saviour. Let us think upon them 
and from our soul’s depths praise His 
holy name. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul...” (Psa. 
103:1).—This is a most unusual Psalm. 
There is not a single prayer petition in 
all of its twenty-two verses! The word 
“bless” occurs seven times in the Psalm; 
but not once does the Psalmist pray: 
“Lord, bless me.” Three times over he 
calls upon his soul to bless the Lord. 

It is Scriptural to mingle “prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving” 
(Phil. 4:6); but it must be specially 
pleasing to the Lord when we take time 
out to bless, praise, salute, and thank 
Him, without asking for something! 
How long has it been since we called 
upon our souls to bless the Lord by 
offering a sacrifice of thanksgiving? 


“. . and forget not all his benefits” 
(Psa. 103:2)—We are prone to forget 
the Benefactor, as well as the benefits. 
The Lord accused Israel of forgetting 
Him “days without number” (Jer. 2: 
32). 

Someone has said: “Some Christians 
seem to look upon God’s help as a 
kind of spare tire. A spare tire is for- 
gotten months at a time until suddenly 
we have a flat on the road. Then we 
want the spare tire to be in good con- 
dition ready for use. Just so, many 
forget God during the times when things 
go well, then in an emergency they 
want God to be on hand, immediately 
ready to hear and answer their cry of 
distress.” 


Lest I forget Gethsemane; 
Lest I forget Thine agony; 
Lest I forget Thy love for me, 
Lead me to Calvary. 
—Jennie E. Hussey 

“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities 

.’ (Psa. 103:3)—What a boon is 
divine forgiveness! To hear a person 
whom you have wronged say, “I will 
never forgive you,” fills the heart with 
almost intolerable grief. 

What if the Lord would never for- 
give us? We would experience eternal 
sorrow of heart. But He is “ready to 
pardon” (Neh. 9:17). Since the death 





of Christ for our sins and His resur. 
rection for our justification, He freely, 
frankly, and fully forgives “whosoever 
believeth in him” (Acts 10:43). The 
wealth of His grace is manifested: to- 
ward us in the forgiveness of sing 
(Eph. 1:7). That alone should keep 
us blessing the Lord, even if we received 
no other blessing from Him. 

“. . . who healeth all thy diseases” 
(Psa. 103:3).—David is still appealing 
for his soul. He knew that the soul 
has diseases, as well as the body. In 
Psalm 41:4, he cried: “Lord, be merci- 
ful unto me: heal my soul; for I have 
sinned against thee.” 

The healing of the soul is much more 
important than the healing of the body. 
“What is pride, but lunacy; what is 
anger, but a fever; what is avarice, but 
a dropsy; what is lust, but a leprosy; 
what is sloth, but a dead palsy?” 
(George Horne.) None but the Great 
Physician can heal a sin-sick soul! 

“Who redeemeth thy life from de- 
struction .. .” (Psa. 103:4) —From his 
youth up, David faced destruction in 
various forms; but out of them all, the 
Lord delivered him. It mattered not 
whether it was the jaw of the lion, the 
paw of the bear, the sword of Goliath, 
the lords of the Philistines. 

During His mil'ennial reign, the Lord 
Jesus will deliver Israel from the hand 
of all her enemies (Mic. 4:10). 

Today believers can sing: 

Redeemed! Oh, sing the joyful 
strain, 
Give praise and glory to His name, 


Who gave His blood our souls to save 
And purchased freedom for the slave. 


“.. who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness . . .” (Psa. 103:4).—I like C. 
H. Spurgeon’s choice comment on this 
crowning act: “Cleansing, healing, re- 
demption, are not enough, He must 
needs make them kings, and crown 
them, and the crown must be far more 
precious than if it were made of cor- 
ruptible things, such as silver and gold: 
it is studded with gems of grace and 
lined with the velvet of loving-kind- 
ness; it is decked with the jewels of 
mercy, but made soft for the head to 
wear by a lining of tenderness.” 

“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things .. .” (Psa. 103:5).—It is con- 
ceded that the original word for 
“mouth” is an extremely difficult one. 
The A.S.V. margin has “thy years,” or 
“thy prime.” J. N. Darby renders it 
“thine old age,” and the Septuagint 
translates it “thy desire.” 

Since the original word is so rich 
in significance, why not allow it to 
suggest the entire being as in Jere- 
miah -31:14, “My people shall be satis- 
fied with my goodness, saith the Lord!” 
May each believer be as Naphtali, who 
was “satisfied with favour, and full 
with the blessing of the Lord!” (Deut. 
33:23.) It is true, as the hymn writer 
said of the Lord: “He saves, and He 
keeps, and He satisfies!” 

Isaiah 40:31 would suggest that the 
comparison with the eagle is to the 
powerful and tireless flight of that mon- 
arch of the air into the open heavens. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Redeemed! 
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Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, did you ever hear of 
the German pastor Rev. Martin 
Rinkart, who suffered with his church 
people and his community during tragic 


war years in Europe? In gratitude to 
God for the peace which had returned 
to earth and to his fatherland, he wrote 
a hymn (c. 1636) which is very popular 
in Germany: 
Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom His world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers’ arms, 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 

Thanksgiving really is thousands of 
years old. God commanded his ancient 
people to present thank offerings to 
Him (Exod. 18:12; 20:24; 24:5). The 
Feast of the Passover is a time of re- 
joicing and thanksgiving because God 
by mighty deeds had delivered His peo- 
ple from the slavery of Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians. The Feast of Purim is 
another day of rejoicing and thanks- 
giving because God through Queen 
Esther had delivered the Jews from 
their destruction as planned by Haman. 
The Feast of Pentecost was celebrated 
at the time of the wheat harvest. This, 
too, was a day of thanksgiving. (See 
Exod. 23: 16; 34:22; Num. 28: 26.) 

The Pilgrim fathers at Plymouth es- 
tablished a period of Thanksgiving, be- 
cause God had spared the feeble colony 
from death by starvation or slaughter 
by the Indians. Governor William 
Bradford, who was also a_ spiritual 
leader of the infant church in Plym- 
outh, wrote in his history of the 
Plymouth Plantation concerning the 
fall season of the year 1621: 


They begane now to gather in the 
small harvest they had, and to fitte up 
their houses and dwellings against 
winter, being all well recovered in 
health & strenght, and had all things 
in good plenty; for as some were thus 
imployed in affairs abroad, others 
were excersised in fishing, aboute codd, 
& bass, & other fish, of which they 
tooke good store, of which every fam- 
ily had their portion. All the somer 
ther was no wante. And now begane 
to come in store of foule, as winter 
approached, of which this place did 
abound when they came first... And 
besids water foule, ther was great 
store of wild Turkies, of which they 
tooke many, besids venison, &c. Be- 
sids they had aboute a peck a meale a 
weeke to a person, or now since har- 
vest, Indean corne to that proportion. 


Say, fellows, sit down awhile with 
me, and make a list of things for which 
we all should be thankful: 

1. Our parents (they’re not so bad, 
after all). 





2. Our homes, where every man is a 
king, and every woman is a queen. 

3. Our country, founded by Chris- 
tians who believed and loved the Bible. 


4. Our liberties, which have been pur- 
chased with the blood of patriots. 


5. The prosperity and plenty, which 
our country now enjoys, with full em- 
ployment for nearly all those who 
really seek and desire it. 

6. Our schools and colleges, where 
lads and lassies may prepare for useful 
lives of service to God and country. 

7. The past year of peace, an uneasy 
peace, to be sure, but with no world- 
wide shooting war. 

8. The Bible, which is “a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path” 
(Psa. 119: 105). 

9. Freedom of religion, which means 
that you and I can worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of our own con- 
sciences; we can freely talk about the 
Lord all we please to everyone we 
please; we can build churches and 
establish Christian projects wherever 
and whenever we please, without hin- 
drance from other religious bodies or 
the Government. (Not so in Russia 
today.) 

10. Most of all, we thank God for 
Jesus Christ. Paul wrote “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 
Cor. 9:15). 

Do you know what the word 
“unspeakable” means? Here it is: in- 
describable; to which words are inade- 
quate. 

To illustrate: suppose your name is 
John Jones. One day you are out 
walking alone at night in the woods. 
Suddenly in the darkness, an angel 
appears to you. His glory is so bril- 
liant, and his beauty is so breath-taking, 
that after awhile, when the vision has 
faded, you remain stunned by the maj- 
esty of God’s angel. By-and-by you 
attempt to picture the scene to your 
friends. But words fail you, they 
freeze in your throat, and you stand 
silent before them, unable to utter a 
sound. (See Luke 1:22.) 

So with Jesus Christ. No words can 
describe Him as God’s unspeakable gift 
to mankind. 

For without Him, fellows, you and I 
would be sunk, condemned, and lost 
forever. 

Therefore, this Thanksgiving season 
we, too, with Rev. Martin Rinkart can 
sing: 

All praise and thanks to God 


The Father now be A a, 
a Son, and =— who i‘. 
ven, 


the one Ey God, 

Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 

And be evermore. 


WALTHAM, Mass. 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we are going to mem- 

orize Psalm 103:1, 2, and then we 
will read the rest of this Psalm. Let 
us begin every day this week by say- 
ing these two verses: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits.” 

Last summer I stayed in a hotel 
where they were having a convention 
of the blind. Some came in with see- 
ing-eye dogs, others with white canes, 
and still others were led in by a rel- 
ative or friend. A little lady with a 
tall, blind man had to guide his hand 
to the suitcase he had set down! As I 
saw all these handicapped people, I 
realized how much we should thank 
God for eyesight! Is it not wonderful 
that we do not have to be led every- 
where we wish to go? Sight and hear- 
ing are blessings from the Lord that 
we are likely to overlook. This year, 
as we thank God for countless other 
blessings, let us not forget these. 

Now we will read verses 3-5 of this 
same Psalm 103 to see some of the 
benefits we are told not to forget. The 
first is “Who forgiveth all thine in- 
iquities.” The forgiveness of sins is a 
tremendous blessing. Heathen people 
have walked miles with dried peas in 
their shoes in the hope of getting their 
sins forgiven. Others have gone on 
long pilgrimages measuring their length 
in the dust all the way. Although 
they tortured themselves in different 
ways, they still did not receive any 
assurance of sins forgiven, such as born- 
again Christians know. How often do 
we praise the Lord for this? 

“Who healeth all thy diseases.” When 
we look back at verse 2, where this 
sentence begins, we see that the pri- 
mary meaning of these words means 
that the Lord heals the diseases of the 
soul. If we are indifferent, cold- 
hearted, ill-tempered or selfish, or have 
any other soul-disease, we only have 
to come to the Lord to be healed. 
Have you ever tried to reason yourself 
out of a temper, or tried to make your- 
self love someone who has been un- 
kind to you? This takes much effort 
and is usually not successful. But a 
few minutes spent in the presence of 
the Lord, will heal any disease of the 
soul. 

A Christian girl named Daisy had a 
souvenir of Egypt, sent to her by a 
dear missionary friend. She counted 
this souvenir her most precious posses- 
sion. One of her mother’s friends 
wished to have that souvenir for a 
collection she was making. She offered 
Daisy a good sum of money for it, but 
Daisy said that she did not want to sell 
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it at any price. Later, when Daisy 
was away from home, her mother gave 
this souvenir to her friend. When 
Daisy missed the souvenir, her mother 
admitted that she had given it to this 
friend, who had promised to give Daisy 
anything she wanted in exchange. 

When Daisy heard this she was very 
angry, and determined to appeal to her 
father to make this woman give it 
back. But she could not speak to him 
till night and in the meantime she 
nursed her anger and resentment at 
this injustice. Before long she realized 
that she had lost her joy in the Lord, 
and that her attitude was a poor testi- 
mony to her unsaved mother, and that 
if she stirred up trouble to recover her 
treasure, it would be a bad testimony 
to her mother’s friend, and certainly 
would not be a blessing to her father. 
A fierce conflict raged in her heart all 
day. On the one hand, she wanted to 
be a witness for Christ and to show 
forth His forgiveness and love. On 
the other hand, she wanted her treasure 
back, and she also wanted to make 
trouble for the woman who had so 
contemptibly taken advantage of her 
absence to get her souvenir. 

Finally Daisy went to the Lord, and 
told Him that she could not get the 
indignation out of her heart, and that 
she could not feel right toward this 
woman, or even toward her mother. 
Then she asked Him to make her heart 
right. The Lord filled her soul with 
such a sense of His love and forgive- 
ness for her that her anger melted 
away, and she only felt sorrow that 
the people who had wronged her did 
not know her precious Saviour! 

The soul is more important than the 
body. Isn’t it wonderful that the Lord 
can heal all its diseases? 

As we read the rest of this Psalm, 
let us watch for other things in it for 
which we should thank God. After 
we have finished reading it, each one 
can tell which verse mentions some- 
thing for which she is especially thank- 
ful. 

Now you have each called our at- 
tention to one of God’s great blessings. 
Thanksgiving was instituted, not pri- 
marily to have a feast to entertain our 
relatives, but to call our attention to 
the many blessings for which we should 
take time to thank God. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


We Give Thanks 

(Psa. 136:1-9, 26) 
HAT is your favorite Bible verse? 
This might have been David’s (1 
Chron. 16:34). He put it in one of the 
songs to celebrate that happy day when 





the ark of God was brought up to the 
new capital city of Jerusalem. Remem- 
ber the procession and the band? And 
the Psalm beginning “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof’? (24; 
1.) Songs of thanksgiving and praise 
were to be sung in the Lord’s house 
every day while the band of trumpets 
and cymbals and harps played. Why? 
(1 Chron. 16:41.) 

This same verse was a favorite of 
David’s son, Solomon, and all the peo- 
ple when the great gold and marble 
Temple-palace for God was dedicated, 
See the choir and the band that day 
(2 Chron. 5:12-14), and listen to the 
people’s worship (7:1-3). Was it God’s 
favorite verse, too? 

It was a favorite of psalm writers. 
Joyce, read the first verse of Psalm 
106; Don, the first verse of Psalm 107; 
Mary, the first verse of Psalm 118; Paul, 
the first verse of Psalm 136. I wonder 
if any other verse is so many times 
repeated in the Bible! 

But as the years went by, praise 
died out and sin came in! Amos, 
Hosea, and Isaiah warned of the trou- 
bles sin would bring. The city was 
captured, the beautiful Temple burned, 
the city walls broken down, the people 
killed, or taken prisoner and marched 
far away. Would they ever sing praise 
again? (Jer. 33:10, 11.) At last, at 
long last, some of the people came 
home again. They had to clean up the 
ruins, build their homes, and _ start 
everything new. In the second year 
they got the foundation of a Temple 
laid. So small and poor was it‘ com- 
pared to the beautiful gold and marble 
one that the oldest folks remembered 
that they wept. But it was so wonder- 
ful to have a house again where God 
could live among them and where they 
could worship Him that many shouted 
for joy. Again there were a choir and 
a band. Jane, read us about the music 
and the anthem (Ezra 3:10, 11). 

When the walls of the city were built 
new and enemies could not get in, 
there was a great celebration. Two 
long processions paraded along the city 
walls to the Temple; first one, then the 
other giving thanks, and then perhaps 
all together. It was a thrilling day, 
full of joy (Neh. 12:27, 31, 38, 40, 43). 
Nehemiah did not say what songs of 
praise they sang, but I would guess 
Psalm 136. 

Let us be one of those two groups on 
the wall! (Class stands.) First they 
give thanks for who God is. Sally, be 
the leader and read the first part of 
each of the first three verses; the rest, 
give the chorus refrain. Then they 
praise Him as the God of nature. John, 
be the leader in the first part of verses 
4-9, and the class continue the chorus. 
Then they praise Him as the God of 
their history. Timmie, you take the 
lead in verses 10-22. Last of all they 
sing about what God has done for them. 
Carol, please take the lead in verses 
23-25. Now everyone joyously on 
verse 26! 


Would you like this favorite verse 
of the Old Testament to begin our 
(Continue with 


psalm of thanks, too? 
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the Thanksgiving Psalm which the class 
pegan to organize last week, and use 
Psalm 1386:1 as an introduction. Can 


the children not use their own psalm 
of thanks before some other group?) 
“Rejoice evermore. 
ceasing. 
(1 Thess. 5:16-18, Memory Verse). 
my choice would be Psalm 136: 1! 
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Pray without 
In every thing give thanks” 
But 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T OUR house we have three words 
A which are called “magic words.” 
You would be surprised how many, 
many times a day we use them. And 
you would also be surprised how happy 
the magic words make others. Can you 
guess what those words are? The first 
one is “Please.” Never do we say, 
“Pass the bread,” or “Pass the butter.” 
We use the magic word and say, “Will 
you please pass the bread?” And 
whenever we say “Please,” it somehow 
makes all the grown-ups smile happily. 
If we forget to say “Please,” the bread 
is not passed, the butter is not passed, 
no one smiles. Then either Mother or 
Daddy asks, “What is the magic word?” 
Only when we answer, “Please,” is what 
we asked for passed to us. 

You can probably guess what the 
other magic words are. “Thank you,” 
is the right answer. If we forget to 
say, “Thank you,” after the bread is 


passed, no one smiles. And either 
Mother or Daddy is certain to ask, 
“What is the magic word?” Others are 


happy, we ourselves are happy, when 
we remember to say that we are thank- 
ful for things that are done for us or 
for things that are given to us. But 
everyone is disappointed and we our- 
Selves are unhappy when we forget 
to say “Thank you.” 

It may be possible that we remember 
always to thank our parents for things 
that they do for us or give to us. But 
do we remember to thank God for the 
many, many wonderful things He does 
for us and gives to us? As good as 
our parents are, God is even better. 
He is the one who gives us air to 
breathe. Without it we could not live. 
He gives us water to drink. Though 
Daddy earns the money to buy food 
and Mother prepares it, God is the one 
who makes it possible for us to have 
the food. He sends the sunshine and 
the rain. He causes the right chemi- 
cals to be in the ground so that the 
food can grow. If He did not do these 
things, there could be no food, no 
Matter how hard Daddy worked nor 
how much Mother cooked. 

In the very long ago the psalmist 
told us that we should give thanks to 
God, for He is good. Over and over 
again he says, “O give thanks unto 





the Lord.” It is almost like Mother 
telling us again and again and again, 
“Don’t forget to say, ‘Thank you.’” It 
is true: God is good. Everything that 
He does is good. He loves to give good 
gifts to His children. For His good- 
ness, we should thank Him. 

We should thank Him because He is 
the one who created the universe. Per- 
haps you have seen the satellite, Echo 
I, like a rapidly moving star in the 
sky. It is as high as a ten-story build- 
ing and round and round the world it 
goes. But it will not stay there for- 
ever. The stars, the sun, the moon 
that God has created have been out 
there in space ever since God put them 
there. They will remain there as long 
as God wants them to stay there. 
Surely we should thank Him for these 
things. 

God is a God of love. He is a God 
of mercy and tender kindness. He loved 
us before ever we were born. He will 
love us forever and forever. When the 
psalmist wrote his Psalm he said it 
over and over and over again, “His 
lovingkindness [mercy] endureth for 
ever.” Surely then we should thank 
God every single day of our lives. We 
can know positively that everything 
that happens, happens because God 
planned it that way. He is working 
everything out through all of our lives 
so that it will be best for us—if we 
truly love Him, if we belong to Him 
by having received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our own Saviour. (See Psa. 
18: 30a; Rom. 8: 28.) 

It will not be hard at this Thanks- 
giving time to remember how much 
we have to be thankful for. But God 
wants us to be thankful every day— 
and especially thankful for His pre- 
cious Son. Are you thankful for the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 855) 


1. Unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21). 

2. He returned and gave thanks 
(Luke 17:15, 16). 

3. God (Psa. 103:3). 

4. All-sufficient grace (2 Cor. 12:9). 

5. Moses (Psa. 103:7). 

6. As far as the east is from the 
west (Psa. 103:12). 

7. “He remembereth 
dust” (Psa. 103: 14). 

8. Because his dwelling here is tem- 
porary. 

9. When Jesus comes again. 

10. It indicated that He was divine. 

West Pam BEacu, FLA. 
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Nothing so pleases God in connection 
with our prayer as our praise, and 
nothing so blesses the man who prays 
as the praise which he offers—Henry 
W. Frost. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department ag had upon request from 
e —— Times, 


A list of the lessons he the year 1961 
~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $ 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
God’s New World Symphony.—Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, . .. who redeemeth 
thy life from destruction (Psa. 103:1, 4). 
India’s second Five-year Plan is almost 
completed. Power plants, steel mills, 
great dams are beginning to appear in 
the country, massive symbols in steel 
and concrete of India’s determination 
to make a better life for its people. 
Man congratulates himself on these new 
themes, but it is the song of the re- 
deemed, the magnificat of a humble 
convert, that gladdens the heart of 
God. The things that are unseen are 
eternal. ‘Five-year-plans will eventu- 
ally pass away, and even the works of 
nature. The redeemed ones will abide 
to sing God’s praises forever. To add 
even a few such notes to God’s New 
World Symphony is the missionary’s 
great joy.—From the Alliance Witness. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Impossible To Keep Pace.—-Who 
crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies (Psa. 103:4). An elderly 
man was ill. His wife carried a basin 
of hot soup to his bedside. As he took 
it, he exclaimed, out of the fullness of 
a grateful heart, “My praises do not 
keep pace with my mercies!” He was 
in the habit of tracing God’s hand in 
all the circumstances of life, and felt 
that he had never praised Him enough 
for His care. Do we not find that our 
praises lag behind? Yet the Lord 
“daily loadeth us with benefits.”"—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Transfer the Load.—The Lord is mer- 
ciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy (Psa. 103:8). “Oh, 
how many hearts are overloaded to- 
night, sinking beneath the weight of 
the burdens too great for them to bear,” 
said Sam Jones in a sermon, and then 
went on to say: “Once a little vessel 
sailing on the broad ocean was tossed 
about in a fearful storm. The waves 
washed over the deck, the masts were 
washed away, and destruction seemed 
inevitable. The little vessel sunk too 
low in the water to keep on, and just 
as they despaired for help, along came 
the Great Eastern, and her captain 
cried out: ‘You are overloaded, let us 
have part of your cargo.’ The change 
was effected, the cargo was transferred, 
the little ship righted itself and braved 





the storm. We are on the great seas of 
life. The storms of trouble, grief, and 
destruction are sweeping across our 
decks, the seas are yawning to engulf 
us, when along comes the grand old 
ship of Zion, headed for the Celestia] 
City, and her captain cries: ‘Cast thy 
burden on the Lord, and he shall sus- 
tain thee.” When we cast our burdens 
on the Lord, then our little ship rights 
itself and makes a beeline for the Ever- 
lasting City —Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


Keep Him Moving.—As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us 
(Psa. 103:12). A man asked an old 
Christian woman, “Does the Devil ever 
trouble you about your past sins?” 


She said, “Yes.” “What do you. do 
then?” “Oh, I just send him to the 
east.” “Does he come back after that?” 
“Aye.” “And what do you do then?” 


“I just send him away to the west.” 
“And when he comes back from the 
west what do you do?” “Man, I just 
keep him going between the east and 
the west.”_—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun 
bury, Pa. 


He Knows How It Is—He knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we 
are dust (Psa. 103:14). Have you 
come to the end of a very imperfect 
day, when everything has gone wrong, 
unable at night to put together a sen- 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPRESS OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 








throughout. 


arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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sible prayer? Finally, you gave up 
trying and lumped the whole tangled 
mess and committed it to an under- 


eas of 
f, and 
S our 








engulf § standing God, while you sighed very 
d old § lamely, “Lord, You know how it is.” 
lestial § He does. And what a blessed relief 





st thy — to know that when we do the best we 
1 sus- — can, not faultlessly but blamelessly, He 
irdens § takes all the loose ends and ragged 
rights § edges and binds them into a perfect 
Ever- § whole. For we are complete in Him. 


taiser, And I smiled to think God’s greatness 
Flows around our incompleteness; 
‘Round our restlessness His rest. 


s the He makes up all the deficiencies, and 
th he — rounds out all the broken corners. He 
m us — knows the heart’s intent and credits 
1 old the soul’s sincere desire, though it be 
ever poorly expressed in the deed. As Whit- 
sins?” tier put it, He judges our frailty by 
u. do the life we meant. This affords no 
> the ground for slovenliness. Do your very 
hat?” best. But remember that your very 
hen?” best is very poor. He will perfect it 
vest.” in Himself. He knows how it is—From 
1 the Vance Havner. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
just Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


/ and Word for an Old Sinner.—But the 
iness. | mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 
Sun- ff to everlasting upon them that fear him 
(Psa. 103:17). My friend, Dr. Alex- 
weth ander Whyte, was a little while ago in 
- we Edinburgh. He was in the habit of 
asking God every morning to give him 
rfect some evangel (message) for the day 
that he might carry it with him among 
sen- the people. One morning this evangel 
came to him, “He delighteth in mercy.” 
— He went into many homes carrying 
that helpful message, and late in the 
afternoon he went into a lawyer’s office 
to discharge a little business. The law- 
yer was a leading man in the profession 
in Edinburgh, a great lawyer and a 
still greater Christian, giving himself 
ungrudgingly in the service of his fel- 
low men. Says Dr. Whyte: “After we 
had been talking a little while on 
church business, the great lawyer 
brushed his pen and paper and parch- 
ments to one side, and looking into the 
face of the minister, he said, ‘Have you 
any word for an old sinner?’ I was 
aghast, but after a moment’s pause, I 
said to him, ‘He delighteth in mercy,’ 
and then I left the office. Next morn- 
ing there lay on my breakfast table 
a letter, and in that letter, which was 
from that lawyer, was this word: ‘I 
will never doubt Him again.’”—From 
Dr. J. H. Jowett. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


we 


How To Secure News of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission 


IGHT prayer group leaders have 

recently been appointed to repre- 
Sent the Belgian Gospel Mission in this 
country. Many Times readers have fol- 
lowed the work with their interest and 
Prayers since it was begun over forty 
years ago by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton. The aim of these representa- 
tives is to conduct prayer meetings for 
the Mission; arrange meetings in their 
areas for missionaries on furlough; give 
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become a partner with Moody Bible Institute 
in the most important business 
in the world... 


GOD'S BUSINESS! 


... for three-quarters of a 
century Moody Bible Institute has been dedicated 
to its purpose of doing business for God 


When you put your money into Moody Annuities, your savings are literally 
doing business for God. And while your dollars are actively working for the 
Lord, they’re working for you, too—providing a generous, guaranteed income 
as long as you live—as much as 844% annually, depending on your age. 

The assurance of a regular, unchanging income provides wonderful peace 
of mind. Moody Bible Institute has never missed a single payment since the 
first annuity was issued more than a half century ago. And much of the 
income is tax exempt. 

What we mean by 
DOING BUSINESS FOR GOD... 

Teaching and training men and women for active Christian service is the first 
purpose of the Institute ...men and women dedicated to Christ and the 
spreading of His gospel to the ends of the earth. 

Today—about 2,600 former MBI students are serving under 200 mission 
boards... at work in more than 95 countries. And more than 4,000 former 
students are serving as pastors in this country. 


So, when you put your money into Moody Annuities, you 
have the deep satisfaction of knowing that your dollars are 
actually doing business for God through MBI’s many soul- 
winning ministries. 
Would you like to receive Double Dividends 
on your money? Mail coupon today! 





Write: Annuity Department 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S-0-46-1 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
DOING BUSINESS Please send me, without obligation: [] free booklet, ‘‘Double Dividends’’ 
eR G88... —describing Moody Annuity Plan in detail [) booklet, ‘‘Doing Business 
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information concerning the work to in- 
quirers; and speak in churches or mis- 
sionary meetings, telling of the various 
branches of the Mission today. 

The prayer group leaders are as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Barnes, 202 
Pleasure Road, Lancaster, Pa. They 
studied in Brussels in preparation for 
going to the Congo. 

Mr. Al deSmet, 11344 N. E. Glisan, 
Portland, Oreg. He is of Belgian origin 
and has Kodachrome slides of the work. 

Mrs. Caryl Reid Fetzer, 26-19 141st 
Street, Flushing 54, N. Y. 

Mrs. George Foxhoven, 351 E. 229th 
Place, Wilmington, Calif. 

Mr. Robert B. Hong, 
Road, Bellingham, Wash. 

Mr. John Shober Kimber, 
Cypress, La Habra, Calif. 

Mrs. R. R. Parker (née Elsie Hop- 
kins) 10500 So. Racine Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill. Mrs. Parker was closely associated 
with Mr. and Mrs. Norton for some time 
in Brussels in the earliest days of the 
Mission. 


1229 Bancroft 


1907 N. 


se 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 20 


Thank God for My Country 
(Psa. 33:12a) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE was a time when it was 

thought that the nation that was 
protected by great oceans and thus iso- 
lated from other parts of the world 
was especially blessed and safe. Great 
strides in means of transportation and 
communication brought an end to this 
fond hope. 

ye 


Then came the delusion that the na- 
tion that had the largest army and the 
most powerful navy was in a place of 
assured safety and blessing. We have 
seen that day pass. 


On this Sunday before the 1960 
Thanksgiving Season, in a year char- 
acterized by world tension and con- 
fusion, we may be tempted to say, 
“Blessed is the nation that has the 
most devastating missiles,” or, “Safe is 
that nation that has the most sensitive 
and perfected radar defense system.” 
But grave misgivings are being voiced 
against the value of these modern in- 
struments of offense and defense, and 
many fear that the unleashing of the 
powerful nuclear bomb will mean the 
destruction of civilization as we know it. 


se 


God’s Word has for us an ancient 
but reassuring message for disquieting 
times such as those in which we find 
ourselves today. Not isolation, or mil- 





itarization, or devastation is its ap. 
swer to our present dilemma. It sayy 
to us, “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord” (Psa. 33:12a), the 
topic verse for this Sunday. How we 
need this reminder today! Kipling 
warned many years ago against putting 
trust in “reeking tube and iron shard," 
and, while guarding, failing to call on 
God to guard. 

ye 


We call our nation a Christian na. 
tion. Is it? She has been peculiarly 
blessed. Her natural resources have 
seemed almost boundless. Even the 
poorest of her people live on a scale 
far higher than many in other lands, 
Work is usually plentiful. We enjoy 
freedom to move about unhindered, 
freedom to own property, freedom to 
worship as we choose, freedom of ex- 
pression, of education, and countless 
other blessings that are not enjoyed 
in many other places. And somehow, 
we take it all for granted, as that it 
were our right. 

ve 


Yet when the Lord’s Day comes 
around once in seven, and even when 
this special Thanksgiving season comes 
once a year, where do we find count- 
less thousands of our people? They 
can be seen on the road in their cars, 
on the golf links, at the football games, 
at the shore, or in the mountains, in 
the theaters and elsewhere, seeking 
their own pleasure and comfort, with 
scarcely a thought of the One who is 
the giver of “every good and perfect 
gift” (Jas. 1:17). Just notice sometime 
in a restaurant or at a lunch counter 
how many pause to give thanks before 
a meal. Do you? Do you give thanks 
before meals at home, or do you, like 
the animals, eat your food without a 
thought of the One without whose con- 
tinuous fatherly care we would all 
starve? (Matt. 6:26; Luke 12: 24.) 


bd 


The warnings of Scripture against 
forgetting God and the consequences 
of this are many and sobering. It may 
prove helpful to have read by differ- 
ent individuals at this point a number 
of such passages as Judges 3:7, 8; 1 
Samuel 12:9; Job 8:13; Psalms 50:22, 23; 
78:10, 11, 21, 22, 31-35; 106:21-23. On 
the other hand, God has pledged Him- 
self to bless those who remember His 
blessings and who seek to obey and 
serve Him (Psas. 33:18, 19; 34:1-10; 84 
a.) 

we 


What can we do at this Thanksgiving 
season and throughout the year to show 
our gratitude to God for our national 
and personal blessings? We can first 
of all cultivate the habit of giving 10 
God daily our heartfelt thanks for His 
goodness in our own lives, for food, 
for health, for preservation, for guid- 
ance, and the like. We can voice ou 
thanks publically, in our young peo 
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pray for our nation, for its leaders, for 
our church and its leaders that God 
may have His way with them, for the 
awakening of the people of our land 
to their personal responsibility to God 
and that they may remember Him and 
His goodness and turn to Him in re- 
pentance and faith. 


se 


We can show our gratitude to God 
by seeking to bring others to know 
Christ and accept Him, both through 
personal invitation and by supporting 
those agencies that are carrying the 
true Gospel to those who have not yet 
heard of the only Hope of this old 
world for peace and blessing now and 
throughout eternity. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Plan for the Future Materially? 
(Continued from page 848) 


Jesus, who for our sakes “became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be 
rich” (8:9); that “every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver” (9:7); and 
“upon the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him” (1 Cor. 16:2). 
Many Christians believe that, in light of 
the fact that we are not our own (1 Cor. 
6:19, 20) and in view of the marvelous 
privileges and blessings that we enjoy 
under God’s full revelation in Jesus 
Christ, they should give more than a 
tenth, However, God has promised to 
give wisdom to those who need it and 
will ask for it (Jas. 1:5), and, He will 
do this, not only in the matter of the 
proportion of our giving to Him but in 
the matter of how we spend the remain- 
der of our income. 

Paul, in counseling Timothy, wrote, “If 
any provide not for his own, and spe- 
cially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel [unbeliever]” (1 Tim. 5:8). 
Unquestionably, Paul here was talking 
about the future, for “to provide” means 
“to look forward,” “to look ahead,” “to 
furnish for future use.” The Greek word 
that Paul uses means literally, “to think 
of beforehand.” 

Years ago, Charles G. Trumbull who 
was then Editor of THE SunpAY SCHOOL 
Times, wrote in answer to a question 
similar to the one raised by this Indiana 
Treader: 

“Provision for the future is a daily, 
hourly duty. Every time that we pur- 
chase food in the morning for the eve- 
ning meal we are recognizing this duty, 
and acting upon it. Every time we se- 
cure enough food on Saturday to sustain 
Us over Sunday, we are insuring our- 
Selves against the future. Sunday may 
not come; we may not be here when it 
does come; why not, therefore, instead 
of thus spending money for a possible 
future need, rather use it to provide 





the 








food on Saturday for those around us 
who need food on Saturday? The an- 
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Christian learning is fun with colorful, educational books. 

Hours of fun and things to do with Standard Bible based activities. 
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generation 


“TIME TO PRAY” 
Teaches how to tell time and simple prayers to 
be used anytime. Metal hands on cover 
* move easily. 24 pages, full-color 
$1.00 


ae illustrations. Order 3240............. 


“BIBLE 1-2-3’s” 
Entertaining book for youngsters learning to 
° count. Teaches Bible story recognition as well 

as numbers. 24 pages, full-color 
illustrations. Order 2725... .$ .50 





“BABY JESUS ABC STORYBOOK” 
Delightful way to help teach children ABC's. 
Matches letters of the alphabet with life of 
Baby Jesus. Pictures in delicate colors. 
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“SURPRISE” STORYBOOKS 
Fold-up pictures of things to see. Simple prayers for 
each story can be learned easily....$1.00 each . a 


“House Full of Prayers”"—Order 2922 
“Ark Full of Animals"—Order 2707 
“Garden Full of Prayers"—Order 2901 


HOLIDAY SPECIALI! 


“Bible Stories for Little Folk” (Old and New 
Testament) 2736. 

“Bible Stories about Jesus” (Life of Christ) 2735. 
Each magnificent volume contains 44 favorite 
stories with a full-page, full-color picture illus- 
trating each story. Accompanied by Scripture 
references. Beautiful gifts for boys and girls. 
Both Books—Only $3.75 








$S-1160 


From your Bookstore, or 
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swer here is plain: It is our duty to pro- 
vide for the probable future needs, as 
well as for the known present needs of 
those whom God has committed to our 
care.” 

It is true that in some particular cases 
God may instruct a follower to make no 
provision for future, temporal need as, 
for example, when He told His disciples 
on one occasion, “Carry neither purse, 
nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man 
by the way” (Luke 10:4), and to eat 
such things as were set before them by 
those they visited. But we should not 
overlook the fact that on another occa- 
sion He instructed them, “When I sent 
you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, 
lacked ye any thing? And they said, 
Nothing. Then said he unto them, But 
now, he that hath a purse, let him take 
it, and likewise his scrip: and he that 
hath no sword, let him sell his garment, 
and buy one” (Luke 22:35, 36). The oc- 
casion determined the course to be fol- 
lowed. The Apostle Paul was careful, 
when he was living among the Corin- 
thians and doing the Lord’s work, to 
work at his trade as a tentmaker rather 
than burden them with his support 
(Acts 18:3; 20:34; 1 Cor. 4:12). 

Is it reasonable to suppose that when 
God gives us strength and ability and 
the opportunity to earn our livelihood, 
He should not expect us to make rea- 
sonable provision for the time when we 
shall not be able to earn our living? 
Our part is to ask His guidance in the 
light of James 1:5 for our own particu- 
lar case and circumstances, and to trust 
Him to direct us and to deliver us from 
anxiety about it, and from bondage to 
the opinions of those who would dis- 
quiet us without reason. 


ve 


Thanksgiving? 
(Continued from page 847) 


What this Pharisee really said in his 
heart was, “I thank thee, Lord, that I 
am better than other men, that I am 
good, that I am religious, that I recognize 
you as the living God. I thank Thee 
I am not like other people. I am so 
much better than they are, and an evi- 
dence of this is that you have blessed 
and prospered me so greatly. I thank 
Thee, Lord, I am not as this publican.” 

Had he really known himself as God 
knew him, the Pharisee might have 
prayed, “Have mercy upon me for I am 
no better than other men. I need Thy 
grace.” Or, he might have prayed, “I 
thank Thee that I am as other men are, 
sinners, for it was sinners Thou didst 
come to call, not the righteous; it is 
sinners Thou canst save, not those who 
claim to be good; and it is sinners who 
are the objects of Thy love.” Or, he 
might have prayed, “Have mercy upon 
me because I am not as other men are, I 
am self-righteous and proud, intolerant 
and unloving, unmerciful.” But, no! He 
prayed that one prayer which once and 
for all condemned him. He said, “I 
thank thee I am not as other men are,” 
whereas he should have said, “I am a 
sinner, no better than other men. Lord, 
have mercy upon me!” 









This Thanksgiving Day, 1960, what is 
the true attitude of our hearts? What 
is behind our prayer of thanksgiving? 
Have we, as citizens of perhaps the 
most materially prosperous nation in the 
world today, a sense of being a special 
object of God’s favor because of this 
material prosperity? And are we, there. 
fore, saying in our hearts, “I thank 
Thee that I am a member of a nation 
more righteous, more just than other 
nations? I thank Thee that I am more 
comfortable than men and women of 
other nationalities. I thank Thee that 
I have a degree of material prosperity 
and social security which others do not 
enjoy. I thank Thee that I am a citizen 
of a democracy rather than of a Com- 
munist or Fascist state?” 

Is not such thanksgiving a_ blood 
brother of the thanksgiving of the Phari- 
see in our Lord’s story, for to be self- 
righteously thankful, whether as a na- 
tion or as a citizen, is to neglect the 
judgment of God, which is revealed by 
criteria other than material prosperity 
or a particular form of government. 
Materialism in a democracy which does 
not give God His rightful place will be 
judged by God no more kindly on that 
level than materialism in a Communist 
state. It is not so much the form of 
government under which men live that 
is the object of God’s “Yea” or God’s 
“Nay,” rather it is men who seek things 
of the Spirit instead of the things of this 
world. This is not to take into account 
the atheistic aspect of Communism. 

Are we saying, “I thank Thee that I 
belong to a more privileged race than 
others. I am really a member of the 
master race”? 

“Oh,” you say, “I would never say 
that!” 

But are we saying it by the way we 
live, by our heart attitude toward mem- 
bers of other races we see every day? 
Have we a sense of superiority in the 
way we lead our Christian work which 
fails to encourage members of another 
race to take their responsibility? Even 
in Christian service do we want to 
maintain a position of direction and 
leadership, rather than to be servant- 
slaves? Should we not rather be asking 
God for forgiveness for having so much 
and holding on to so much when others 
lack; for having an attitude of pride; 
for failing to be identified with those to 
whom we are to be witnesses of the 
Lord Jesus and His salvation? 

To thank God for material privilege 
and possession may be false, because 
implied in that thanksgiving may be an 
expression of satisfaction because we do 
not share the misfortune of others, oF 
of pride because we have a way of life 
superior to others. Or it may express 
selfishness in our own good fortune. 
We may feel that this good fortune is in 
itself an indication of God’s blessing 
because of some goodness that we pos- 
sess. Does my thanksgiving suggest the 
beliéf that God has singled me out for 
His special care and provision and 
blessing, that God is blessing me be- 
cause of some good in me, something 
that I have done, or because of some 
response in my heart toward Him? 
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If God has blessed us individually and 
nationally with food and plenty, with 
gain and sinew, health and strength, 
with opportunity to learn and to accum- 
ulate, should we, as Christians, use these 
things in order to satisfy our physical 
selves? Rather, should we not regard 
all this as an opportunity and privilege, 
as a sacred trust to be used for Christ’s 
sake in helping others and in the spread 
of the Gospel? 

To thank God with a sense that we, as 
a nation, are better than other nations 
or more deserving, that we are blessed 
because-of some goodness in us, because 
we are at peace while others are at 
war, because we have freedom when 
others are oppressed, because we have 
plenty when others starve, may be to 
pray the thanksgiving prayer of the 
Pharisee. 

One of the greatest mistakes we are 
in danger of making today is to equate 
material prosperity as a certain indica- 
tion of God’s blessing, to judge and to 
evaluate a good income, a comfortable 
home, abundant food and clothing as 
unquestionable signs of His blessing, 
forgetting that perhaps we pray for 
these things and God grants them to us 
only to send leanness to our soul; for- 
getting perhaps that we, in desiring 
these material blessings, are guilty of 
the same sin as Israel of old, when as a 
nation she lusted after the leeks and 
garlics of Egypt. 

Have we always been just in obtain- 
ing what we now enjoy? Have we cut 
corners? Have we gained at another 
man’s expense? Have we _ exploited 
employees unfairly? Or, from a na- 
tional point of view, is our abundance 
the result of national exploitation of 
other nations, our own gain for what 
took place in previous generations? 

Should not the first thought of Chris- 
tian businessmen be that business 
should be conducted naturally to be 
successful and profitable, but not for 
selfish gain; for the common good of 
all who are involved? Should there not 
be concern for truthfulness in adver- 
tising and in our claims for the product 
we represent? Should we not be con- 
cerned to be fair in all our business 
dealings and in every transaction? 
Should we this Thanksgiving be saying 
before God, “Forgive me, O Lord, be- 
cause I am not so just as some others, 
because I am not even as fair and 
truthful as some unbelievers in busi- 
hess, because I seem to be more selfish, 
More materialistically minded than 
Many of my competitors; forgive me, 
because my business ethics have not 
been above reproach; forgive me, O 
Lord, for interpreting material success as 
the sure sign of spiritual blessing and 
divine approval; forgive me for being 
complacent and enjoying the good things 
of this life when others suffer and are 
in need.” Are we guilty of thanking 
God for that which is unjust and for 
that which it may be even unloving to 
Possess? 

God grant that this Thanksgiving we 
May know what it means to humble 
ourselves before God, to realize afresh 
that we are as other men in all that 
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eternally matters, that we are sinners, 
that we in ourselves can do nothing but 
sin, that all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags, that God has not singled us 
out to be His peculiar people because of 
some good in us; that, rather, God has 
shown His grace and has had mercy on 
all men in Christ and so He has had 
mercy on us. 

For this blessing, this Thanksgiving, 
we praise and bless the name of the 
Lord our God. [Adapted from HIS 
magazine.] 
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Children at Home 


Bobby’s Teacher 


Founded on fact 


By Ruth M. Jacob 


OBBY thought Miss Brown was just 

the nicest woman he had ever 
known, except maybe for his mother. 
He was sure she was the best teacher 
in the whole school. All the second- 
grade pupils liked Miss Brown. She 
knew how to do the very nicest things. 
She knew the most new games, and 
she came out on the playground to play 
with the second grade every day at 
last recess. In their room there was a 
color chart for arithmetic class, and 
every Friday the pupils with perfect 
papers could color one more block on 
the chart. Bobby liked to watch his 
stack of colored blocks grow as the 
weeks passed. He liked to add an- 
other “book worm” to the reading 
chart, too, every time he had read an 
extra book. 

At Thanksgiving time they each made 
a turkey from brown and red con- 
struction paper, and it really stood on 
the table when Bobby brought it home. 
At Christmas time the children made 
candleholders for their mothers, and 
invited them to come to school for 
coffee and cookies the last morning 
before vacation so they could give them 
their presents. So there were many 
reasons why the second grade liked 
their teacher. 

But one morning in February, as 
she was cooking breakfast in her home, 
Miss Brown’s clothing caught on fire. 
She rolled in a rug, but that did not 
entirely put out the fire, so she went 
outdoors and rolled in the snow. Then 
she called the doctor. 

Miss Brown was taken to the hospital 
and given treatments for her burns. 
The next morning she was taken to a 
larger hospital for more treatments. 
The burns were very serious. In school 
the children were sad to hear of Miss 
Brown’s accident, and every morning 
they waited for a report of her progress. 

Bobby prayed nearly every night that 
his teacher could be healed and be 
well enough to return to school again. 
His prayer was something like this, 
“Please, God, make Miss Brown better, 
so she can come back to school again, 
if it can be Thy will.” 

The doctors said if Miss Brown could 









live past the fifth day, the chance of 
her recovery was good. So the fifth 
day the children were so happy whe 
the report said she was just a littl 
stronger, and she could now drink some 
orange juice. And she continued gain. 
ing the sixth day, and the seventh, and 
the eighth, and the ninth. But on the 
tenth day she suddenly became weaker, 
and within just a few hours she died 
All thirty-three of the second grade 
children were very sad. 

That night Bobby cried as he told 
his mother the news of his teacher’ 
death. Then Bobby said, “I don’t think 
God heard my prayer. He didn’t an. 
Swer it.” 

“Yes, Bobby,” said his mother, “God 
heard your prayer, and He answered it, 
too, but this time the answer was ‘no,’” 

Mother tried to explain it this way; 
“Bobby, you know Miss Brown was 
very badly burned, on her back, arm, 
and leg. Maybe you remember how 
much that little burn on your finger 
hurt you. Then you will know how 
much pain Miss Brown suffered. The 
doctors gave her medicines so it would 
not be quite as painful, but Miss Brown 
suffered alot of pain, and if she had 
been permitted to get well it would 
have been many months before she 
would have been able to be up and 
walk around again. It would have 
meant many weeks in the hospital for 
her, then many more at home before 
she could have been back in school. 

“Miss Brown loved God, and God 
loved her, and He did not want her to 
suffer, so He took her home to be 
with Him. If she had recovered it is 
doubtful if she could ever have played 
with the children at recess, and her 
hand very possibly would have been 
crippled. It would be hard to imagine 
Miss Brown’s not being able to play 
with the children, or help them make 
nice things. And while her family is 
sad that she is no longer with them, 
and your second grade is sad, we know 
Miss Brown is happy in Heaven, where 
she will not suffer any more pain, and 
there she can see Jesus. 

“Remember, Bobby, in your prayer 
you asked God to make her well ‘if 
it was His will.’ This time it was His 
will to take her to be with Him.” 

Bobby thought about it for a while 
then he said: “I cannot imagine Miss 
Brown sitting around and not being 
able to play. That just would not be 
Miss Brown. She is much better off in 
Heaven, and if Jesus is our Saviour, 
too, some day we will see her again. 
And I think God really did hear my 
prayer, but this time His answer was 
different than I thought. Miss Brown 
was a Sunday school teacher, too, and 
lots of the second grade were her pu- 
pils during the week, and on. Sunday, 
too. Maybe there will be a whole 
second grade reunion up in Heaven.” 


Excrn, Iowa. 
v 
God may not give us an easy journey 


to the Promised Land, but He will give. 
us a safe one.—Horatius Bonar. 
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thoughtfulness to a number of acquaintances than by making 
it possible for them to receive THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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Share the “Times with others 


An attractive Christmas card will be mailed to each friend, Je 
with your name signed, or we will mail these cards direct to 


Add 25¢ extra for postage on each Canadian subscription. 


Add $1.50 extra for postage on each Foreign subscription. 


In what better way could you show your regard for and 


On the reverse side of this announcement is a convenient 
order blank which may be cut out and mailed to us. The rates 
remain the same and are as follows: 


$4.00 per year (52 issues) each subscription, or 


$3.00 per year each subscription 
(if 5 or more are ordered). 
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Ge remembered throughout the year 
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Adult Education Fellowships 


NDIANA UNIVERSITY, Bureau of 
Studies in Adult Education, an- 
hounces the availability of fellowships 
for persons who plan to pursue adult 
education careers in religious institu- 
tions. The fellowships are made pos- 
sible by a $25,000 grant from Lilly 
Endowment, Inc., Indianapolis. 

Specifically the grant provides that 
the fellowships be awarded to respon- 
sible, qualified students who: (1) give 
Teasonable assurance that they will pur- 
Sue professional careers in the field of 
teligious adult education; and (2) pro- 
pose to complete advanced degrees in 
adult education at Indiana University. 
Preference will be given to advanced 
Students studying for the doctor’s de- 
gtee but well-qualified candidates for 
the master’s degree may be appointed. 
Stipends may vary in amount from $500 
to $1,500. The first fellowships were 
awarded in April, 1960, for the 1960-61 








school year. Applications are now be- 
ing accepted for 1961-62. 

Since 1948 the Bureau of Studies in 
Adult Education has been developing 
and conducting a graduate program in 
adult education. The program has at- 
tracted students from many parts of 
the country and from ‘other parts of 
the world. Four graduate degrees are 
conferred by Indiana University: the 
Master of Science in Education and the 
Doctor of Education, both in the School 
of Education; the Master of Arts and 
Doctor of Philosophy in the Graduate 
School. 

For application forms or information, 
write to Bureau of Studies in Adult 
Education, Box 277, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Indiana. 


ve 
If any Christians are not well fed, it 


is because they will not feed—J. R. 
Miller. 
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break the power of sin 
where the Gospel is not 
known. Yours can be the 
thrilling task of freeing 
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The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


Plus Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
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etc. appear on the same page as the 
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YOU'LL ENJOY 
YOUR TRIP 







IMMENSELY! WHEATON 
\ -.: TOURS 
r EACH 
YEAR 


1. Spring Bible Lands Cruise—March 

2. Summer Bible Lands Crulse—June 

3. Europe and Scandinavia—July 

4. South America—July 
Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468 Dept. T110 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 


1063 RABBIS 
RECEIVE NEW 
TESTAMENTS 


he 1,000 bi-lingual New Testaments we mailed to 

Jewish rabbis are bearing fruit. Many have written 

to express their thanks and interest. One rabbi 
has received Christ as Saviour—now wants to be 
baptized. 

In an unprecedented group action, 63 rabbis wrote 
requesting bi-lingual New Testaments, giving the 
fame and address of each—thrilling proof of in- 
creasing interest of Jews in the New Testament. 

Now we have started a missionary venture to reach 
Jews of France, Switzerland and Belgium. Directed by 
a consecrated veteran Hebrew-Christian soul-winner, 
a great opportunity is before us—again with the 
bi-lingual New Testaments as the key weapon. 

Jews prize the bi-lingual edition 
for its 2-column presentation of He- 
brew and second language side by 
side. It is far and away the best 
method of printed approach. $1.25 
will place a bi-lingual complete New 
Testament in the hands of a Jew; for 
$25.00 you can reach 20 Jews, and 
their families. Will you help us? 








Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 


JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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The Blessing of Bible 
Memorizing 


By George T. B. Davis 


R. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN, the 

well-known evangelist, once said, 
“I find that I have power just in pro- 
portion as my soul is saturated with 
the Word of God.” 

The Bible Success Band is a plan for 
learning a verse of Scripture daily. 
The movement was founded more than 
fifty years ago by my mother, Mrs. E. 
A. R. Davis. The Lord has blessed the 
Bible Success Band not only in the 
United States, but in Europe, Australia, 
China, Japan, and Korea. 

Each year a beautiful 32-page book- 
let is published containing 365 inspiring 
Scripture verses to be memorized 
throughout the year. The cover of the 
Bible Success Band booklet for 1961 
is in full color, showing two women 
of the Holy Land in native costume 


gleaning in the fields near Bethlehem. 

The booklet for 1961 contains a stir- 
ring message on the value of Bible 
memorizing by Dr. Percy Crawford, the 
well-known radio preacher, educator, 
and youth leader. He tells how Bible 
verses that he memorized as a boy 
have brought marvelous blessing to him 
in later years. The 1961 booklet of the 
Bible Success Band also contains a very 
interesting picture of Dr. Crawford and 
his family. 

Bible Success Band booklets make 
ideal Christmas remembrances for mem- 
bers of Sunday school and Bible classes, 
shut-ins, young people in schools and 
in the service, and for relatives and 
friends. The booklets are as beautiful 
as Christmas cards and far more last 
ing and helpful. 

The prices of the booklet are as fol- 
lows: 25 cents per copy to individual 
addresses; quantity prices to one 
dress: 5—50 copies at 20 cents each; 5Il- 
99 copies, 19 cents each; 100 or mor 
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pies at 18 cents each. White mailing 
avelopes for your mailing the booklets 
to friends, 1 cent each. Address all 
orders for the Bible Success Band book- 
let for 1961 to: George T. B. Davis, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





How To Raise a Christian Family. By 
Doris Anderson. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) 
Mother of seven children, Mrs. Ken An- 
derson is very ingenious. The fourteen 
general topics of the chapters in this 
book—such as discipline, worship, meal- 
time, traveling, hobbies, music—are sub- 
divided into many brief sections in 
which the author describes scores of 
games, methods, plans, devices, and rules 
that have actually been used and found 
successful in her family. Many of these 
have been worked out by Mrs. Anderson 
and her husband (of the Gospel Films 
Organization) in their own home. Many 
of them are very clever and follow the 
best principles of Christian psychology. 
It seems quite evident that the Ander- 
sons have a happy Christian family, 
used to doing things together. Most of 
their suggestions do not require much 
Money, and they can easily be carried 
out in the average Christian home. 


Leaping Upon the Mountains. By 
Barbara Jurgensen. (Augsburg Pub. 
House, Minneapolis 15; $2.50.) Rugged 
indeed were the mountains that Hollis 
Ofstie was forced to climb throughout 
his twenty-five years, for the boy was a 
spastic paralytic. And the fact that he 
did climb them is a tribute to his God- 
given patience and determination. At first 
noted doctors despaired of Hollis’s men- 
tal aptitude, but the Mayo Clinic dis- 
agreed, though they could offer no hope 
for muscle co-ordination. Still Hollis 
got about by using a coaster wagon, and 
he started school at the age of nine. 
With the aid of crutches and helping 
hands, the boy was able actually to 
climb a mountain. He became profi- 
cient in wrestling and in management 
of a motor boat, learned also to drive a 
tar and opened his own business, a 
gteeting-card and book shop. Active in 
al kinds of church work, including 
Prayer and testimony, Hollis was par- 
ticularly useful as Scout Cubmaster. 
Finally, one day while trying out a new 








float along with other young people, 
Something happened and the beloved 





cripple was drowned. This touching ac- 
count shows unforgettably the para- 
lytic’s need of acceptance and the real 
contribution he can make in his com- 
munity. 


The Biblical Basis for Infant Baptism. 
By Dwight Hervey Small. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.50.) 
This is a careful study, written in simple 
language and irenic in tone. The au- 
thor’s thesis is that sprinkling is a valid 
mode, and children are proper subjects 
of baptism. His argument is based on 
an inductive study of both Testaments 
and on a review of church history. In 
the accomplishing of his central purpose, 
Mr. Small incidentally passes on to the 
reader many good insights into Chris- 
tian thought and practice. Baptists will 
find in this book a friendly spirit, and 
some thought-provoking statements. 


The Waiting Father. By Helmut Thie- 
licke. (Harper & Bros., New York 16; 
$3.75.) The German title of this work, 
“God’s Picturebook,” is an apt char- 
acterization of this study of the par- 
ables of Jesus. Although the parables 
are studied in their New Testament set- 
ting, the writer brings their lessons up- 
to-date and applies them to the West 
German scene. The sermons are moving 
and clear. No wonder Thielicke has 
one of the largest congregations in Ger- 
many. One attitude should be noted— 
the author has an all-too-tolerant view 
of “demythologization” and  belittles 
“the pious fuss in the church” about it. 
The church will always benefit from the 
advice to mix love and wisdom with 
discipline; but is not “the pious fuss” a 
Scriptural reaction to a Satanic attempt 
to rob us of the Word of God? 


This Way, Please. By Roy O. McClain. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$3.) Here is oratory in written form 
that is unexcelled. The author is elo- 
quent. Many of the chapters will grip 
your heart. He deals with many of the 
phases of the Christian life and empha- 
sizes the great lack in the church as that 
of genuine commitment to Jesus Christ. 
The book is divided into two parts— 
(1) The Way Defined,” and (2) “Sins of 
the church.” Some of the chapters are: 
“If I Had But One Day to Live”; “Throw 
Out the Trash”; “The Sin of Dullness”; 
“Praying Without Paying,” and the like. 


Little Turtle: Miami Chief. By Jean 
Carper and Grace L. Dickerson. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $2.75.) In 
the year 1777 British soldiers landed at 
the Indian village of Kekionga (now 
Fort Wayne), Indiana. Near them was 
the young Indian chief, Little Turtle, 
brave and reasonable and wise. A Brit- 
ish soldier told the Indians that the 
great white father at Fort Detroit 
wanted to help them keep their land, 
and he would pay them well for the 
scalps of white men, giving them in re- 
turn guns, blankets, whiskey, silver ear- 
rings. Little Turtle would sell them no 
scalps, nor would he touch the white 
man’s liquor. He was soon recognized 
as a good warrior. The Indians crossed 
the Ohio River and into beautiful, wild 
Kentucky, and farmers’ families were 
raided and killed. Terror was every- 
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of ROBERT HARKNESS 





1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 
For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—including TEN 
practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 
Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 

A course for those who cannot play but wish 

to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 

FIFTY Musically-illustrated lessons. Original 

HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home supervision. 


OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 
Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. e Pasadena 1, Calif. 





AMERICAN INDIANS! 


You may help reach Indians for Christ in North 
America. 

Write for literature, information on securing 
Indian-head banks, coin corrals, speakers, au- 
thentic Indian exhibit. 

AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
R. L. GOWAN, Director 
Custer, S$. Dak. 
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because the VOICE 
will be LOUDER 


if you will help with this new 
opportunity for radio station 


HLK=X 


20,000 watts 1060 kilocycles 
Broadcasting in: 
Chinese Russian 


English 


Koran 
oe NOW IN HAND: 


Government permit to increase 
power to a mighty 50,000 watts! 


%e URGENTLY NEEDED: 
Your sacrificial help NOW to 
make this significant advance 
in radio missions. 


Write for your free pamphlet quoting  thrill- 
ing letters from behind the iron curtain. 


Your Name 
Address, 











If you contribute $1.00 or more to HLKX Ex- 
pansion Program [] or HLKX Maintenance 

check square for a gift copy of the Moody 
Press book, WHEN GOD ANSWERED PRAYER. 


THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE MISSION (TEAM) 
2845 W. Mclean Avenue, Chicago 47, Illinois 


Dept. ST110 
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URUGUAY NEEDS THE G 


Multitudes being reached by open- 
air meetings in plaza and market 
places, radio, child evangelism 
classes, prison work, tract distribu- 
tion, etc. 1,000 enrolled in corre- 
spondence Bible courses. Your 
prayers and gifts will help complete 
much-need: in strategic 
location in the capital city with a 
million people. 
100% Faith Work 


Conducted by Uruguayan Nationals. ranting in- 
digenous churches on Pauline principles. First Bible 

ool in the country established. Hold up the 
hands of devoted native workers. Swell their num- 


ber with your prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1124-T, Fort Pierce, Florida 





Rev. F. V. 
Founder-Direetor 


— 








where on the frontier. Seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-two was known as the 
“Year of Blood.” The Delaware Indians 
were known as Moravians, and they 
were Christian converts, harmless, trust- 
ing, ard friendly. As soldiers prepared 
to slay them, an old man was heard 
praying aloud, “Forgive them. They 
know not what they do.” Afterward 
they found the floor covered with dead 
men, women, and children. Little Tur- 
tle adopted a white boy. He made a 
law that no tribe was to sign away any 
land to the whites. The Indian nation 
was getting weaker, but Little Turtle 
was a hero through it all. The Ohio 
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Ceylon and India General Mission 


Fields in North and South India and East and West Pakistan. 


New Workers. 
More prayer helpers and supporters. 





To preach the Gospel and establish indigenous churches. 


We conduct Bible Training Institutes, Orphanages, a Leper Clinic, Dispensaries and Radio Work. 


FREE literature and information gladly supplied. 


Write now to: 


CEYLON AND INDIA GENERAL MISSION 
107 N. Hale, Wheaton, IIl., or Room 22, 205 Yonge St., Toronto, Can. 




















“Pictures Of Christ’ 


A gift they will cherish— Give 
this lasting reminder of 
Warner Sallman has captured both the rane 

and compassion of our Savior in his remarkable portrayals 


of Christ. Highly polished gold bronze frames highlight 
the beauty of these famous masterpieces. Choose from 
sixteen different paintings. sizes. 

Head of Christ The Lord’s «gal 

Gethsemane Christ, Our Pilo 

Heart's Door _ Teach Me Thy Way 

Good Shepherd He Careth For You 

Boy Christ Jesus, the Light 

Christ At Dawn of the World 

Children’s Friend Look Unto Me 

His Presence Jesus, Our Savior 


Follow Thou Me 

M4300 series— 9% x 11% inches..... $1.95 
M4600 series—12% x 16 
M4700 series—18% x 22% inches... . .$6.95 


“ART-WOOD” GIFTS 


Antique white ed; j ¢ 1 . 
ground. “Head of Christ” tipped on. White edges with 
white letters on gold background. 


A welcome P a 
thermoplastic trays are decorative as well as useful. High- 
lighted in 1 gold, Shee 13¥4 inches. 


Order from your RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES DEALER 
Anderson 4, Ind. WARNER PRESS 


This ever popular prayer by i , 
Margaret Peterson is now available in two attractive 
designs. Patterned edges with raised letters. 8 x 10 inches. 
Gift boxed. 


SALLMAN'S UNFORGETTABLE 


our family, friends, or church 
od’s greatest gift to mankind. 
character 


inches 


Kitchen Prayer Plaques. 





No. N4906—Antique White................ $3.95 
. Gold letters on a mahogany back- 


FRUIT TRAYS 
gift for any home. These rugged nonbreakable 


1—Off-white color................ $33 
No. V6612—Mahogany.................... 95 


See the compleie line of Christian gifts a 


San Jose 6, Calif. 





river was 400 miles of terror. Many of 
the present cities in Ohio and neighbor. 
ing states bear names suggested by the 
armies in the early days. President 
Washington gave Little Turtle a medal 
and a splendid sword. Little Turtle 
himself visited both President Adams 
and President Jefferson to beg for laws 
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to keep whiskey from his people. The tr 
Young People’s Programs for Three the _ 
Months of Sundays. By Doris Louise ret t 
Seger. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, Ill, oe 
$1, paper.) Something fresh and orig. that os 
inal is this attractive and challenging tion 
book of Bible studies for teen-age |” “¥ 
young people. There is a month of Sun- pa 5 
days with Joshua, a month with David, ey 
and a month with God’s greats. The i 4 
lessons for the twelve Sundays carry chosen 
such captions as “Meet the General,” leans 
“Strangest Battle in History,” “Dinner = Je: 
With the King,” and “God’s Man Makes | soi¢- 
the News.” The lessons are fascinating, holy lin 
and very clear in their Scriptural teach- it bene 
ing. Each lesson calls for thorough none.” 
preparation and work by the teacher , 
and students, but will be found interest-— At B: 
ing and abundantly rewarding. (Marsh: 
The Sermon on the Mount. By C. Ef ’5 6d 
Colton. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand § “ture 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) Thirty sermons | #) Hi 
on The Sermon is the content of this oid 2 
volume. These are not disconnected § the Dai 
messages, but each is related to the § ‘ding 
others, and altogether they form a late Mr 
thorough exposition of the Sermon on § “ in I 
the Mount. The exposition reflects § son, t 
careful exegesis and the presentation is § ™°™mIni 
well outlined. The style is straight. § meditat 
forward, the spirit evangelical, and the § Y&!- 
theological viewpoint conservative. Un- gested I 
fortunately, the book is somewhat dif- § ‘ding 
ficult to read because of the publisher's f Ml de" 
choice of too small type. The relation § "ding 
of the Sermon to the future Kingdom “There 
is not treated in the book. Mr. Colton § *ation 
is a Southern Baptist pastor. from pe 
The Word of the Cross. By Peter wey 
H. Eldersveld. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. message 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) “The ing of | 
Christian pulpit is (1) the voice of God says: “I 
from the cross, (2) revealing the whole § + elton 
wisdom of salvation, (3) through the and is t 
person of Jesus Christ and Him cruci- Besides 
fied.” With this conviction, the Rev. Jy, yqij 
Mr. Eldersveld sets forth an eloquent § xo. i04 
plea for a return to the simplicity of Seven! 
the Christian Gospel message. He draws layman 
upon his own experience as a speaker ff i+ the ‘ 
for the “Back to God Hour” in order way of ] 
to show the importance of the radio as 
a medium of communication. There 8} geyen 
a refreshing emphasis upon personal istry. 
evangelism in a day when advertising J py) 4 
depends on mass appeals. It is stil§') 7 
true that we must go to Heaven 4 § his hea 
individuals, not as a crowd. ‘The Chris § ang to + 
tian Gospel is the only remedy for the J not pe 
personal and world problems of the § the aut 
day. For example, Rev. Eldersveld perience 
cites the experience of Philip and the J ty anq 
Ethiopian eunuch as a lesson in racial § tor Gog. 
tensions. No “new faith” will avail 2 § are poy, 
such a time as this! holy en 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus. BY § Pointing 
Reginald E. O. White. (Wm. B. Eerd- § prophet 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich, § 'spondi 
$3.) “Achievements That Belie Defeat’ § and loy: 
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gd “Paradoxes That Provoke Reflec- 
tion” are two of the intriguing titles 
wed in this series of meditations on 
the passion of our Lord. The reader 
js taken back to the cross to face the 
implications of all that happened there, 
gd then he comes away with a new 
challenge to love and serve the Saviour. 
The treatment of the passion has all 
the freshness of today’s newspaper, and 
yet it remains true to the Word of God 
throughout and evidences a deep spir- 
iual insight into the full meaning of 
that event and its modern-day appli- 
tation. The thoughtful reader will find 
much material for soul reflection as he 
pruses the pages of choice prose, 


bok where every word is carefully 
chosen, and many brief statements will 
provoke hours of thought. 
: “We must draw our own limits 
of self-giving, tenderness of conscience, 
holy living, and self-denial; but we do 
it beneath the cross where He drew 


At Break of Day. By Fred Mitchell. 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London, 
11s, 6d; may be had from Christian Lit- 
erature Crusade, Ft. Washington, Pa., 
$4.) Hosts of Christians throughout the 
world are familiar with “Daily Light on 
the Daily Path,” a collection of Scripture 
readings for morning and evening. The 
late Mr. Mitchell, formerly Home Direc- 
tor in Britain of the China Inland Mis- 
i took the headline texts for the 
morning readings and wrote one-page 
meditations on them for each day for a 
year. Often he wove in thoughts sug- 
gested by the other texts of the morning 
treading. He thus produced a very help- 
ful devotional commentary of daily 
Here are samples of his style: 
‘There is a danger of thinking that sep- 
aration is a call primarily to separation 
from people, whereas it is principally a 
command to eschew evil.” 
ity of life as much a part of the Gospel 
Message as pardon for the past?” Speak- 
ing of Christ as the Lamb of God, he 
says: “In His Person He joins the nature 
of offending man and the offended God 
and is thus uniquely fitted to reconcile.” 
Besides his connection with the C.1.M., 
Mr. Mitchell was also chairman of the 
Keswick Council and a speaker at the 
Convention for many years. 
layman, he had a comprehensive grasp 
of the Scriptures and a clear, winsome 
way of presenting its truths. 


Seven Keys to a More Fruitful Min- 
istry. By Arnold Prater. 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
That preacher who is willing for 
his heart and soul to be challenged 
and to have his complacency jolted, will 
not be disappointed in this volume. 
The author has had a transforming ex- 
perience that has fired his soul to force- 
ful and dynamic preaching and living 
forGod. Those who read these chapters 
are bound to absorb at least some of his 
holy enthusiasm and fervency. After 
Pointing out that God’s minister is a 
Prophet as well as a priest, with a cor- 
Tesponding compulsion to be faithful 
and loyal to God’s message, he shows 





both the dangers that confront the min- 
ister today and the victories that must 
be experienced and discovered in: con- 
nection with laziness, pride, profession- 
alism, jealousy, and discouragement. 
The terminology is easily understood 
but is pungent, candid, and persuasive. 
One cannot read these chapters without 
being stirred to a fresh examination of 
motives and attitudes. It will do any 
pastor good to read these pages and 
should be a source of stimulation par- 
ticularly to the younger men. Here and 
there are some rather odd expressions, 
which might raise some doctrinal ques- 
tions, such as: “Enough of the fond idea 
that all we preachers are saints! We 
are sinners and we need help.” “Some- 
one asked a preacher, ‘Have you been 
born again?’ His reply was, ‘Yes—and 
again and again and again!’” “He has 





USE and GIVE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S 
GUIDE 
ALL—New for 1961 


The only complete single 
volume covering a whole 
year. Leader guidance ma- 
terial—program helps—order of service—desk 
lesson material—pages for records and other 
aids. Comments based on International Sunday 
School Lessons—not a commentary. Size 31/2x512. 
96 pages — 85 cents — Order from Dept. $$G60 
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India. 


Many are being led fo a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Multitudes hear the Gospel of 
new life and grace. The weary and despairing, the homeless and the suffering, experience the real- 
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B $10.00—wilil supply a family with a food parcel 
@ 20.00—provides for a child for about a month 
@ 100.00—helps support a missionary for a month, 
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with the encouragement and promises 
of God’s eternal Word 
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day with the appropriate verse on lovely Messen- 


ger Scripture Text Calendar . . . finding jira- 
tion, comfort, challenge, and divine Ree for 
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can homes for almost half a century. The 12 re- 
ligious art reproductions i yt full color vividly por- 
tray the life and ministry of Christ. 
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quantity 50. No business 12copies 4.50 
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Ask to see Messenger’s 100coples 27.00 


Christmas Prices in larger quan- 
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the power to make us His sons.” I 
would judge from the rest of his writ- 
ing that the author would be aware of 
the fact that all believers are “saints” 
in the correct use of the term, that re- 
generation is an instantaneous experi- 
ence, and that all believers are “sons” 
through faith in Christ. He also uses 
the term “judgment bar of God” when 
he is obviously referring to the Judg- 
ment seat of Christ. He is trying to 
make a point in each case, rather than 
seeking to give doctrinal instruction, 
and his point is well taken. The in- 
formed reader will grasp the signifi- 
cance of his objective, but those not so 
well informed might find some of those 
things a little misleading. These are 
minor matters, however, and do not de- 
tract from the main purpose of the 
book. We need such challenging mes- 
sages today. 


The Gospel of the Kingdom. By 
George Eldon Ladd. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.75.) The author, Professor of Bibli- 
cal Theology in Fuller Theological Sem- 
inary, is already well known for his 
work on the subject of the Kingdom. 
This latest book contains transcriptions 
of messages which the author delivered 
in. pulpits and conferences. It is a 
mixed presentation. There is truth and 
half-truth; definition and fuzziness; 
clarity and confusion. The chief criti- 
cism of the work is that the author 
does not go far enough in his deline- 
ations. His charts on pages 28, 35, 38, 


and 42 are helpful, but some readers | 


will notice the absence of the pre- 
tribulation rapture and scant emphasis 
on Israel’s future earthly kingdom. 
The book is posttribulational and non- 
dispensational. This accounts for the 
fuzziness and occasional misrepresen- 
tation of the dispensational view. For 
instance, dispensationalism does not 
teach that the field is the church (p. 57) 
or that literalism cannot involve figur- 
ative language (pp. 84 ff.). The author 
seems to have some lingerings of dis- 
pensationalism as shown in his discus- 
sion of the Kingdom, the Church, and 
Israel. He rightly says that the Church 
began at Pentecost and that strictly 
speaking Israel is not the Church. Al- 
though Israel is not the Church on 
page 117, “all Israel,” he says, refers 
to the Church on page 119! The future 
aspects of the Kingdom are given only 
slight treatment. The present is em- 
phasized, an emphasis which dispen- 
Sationalists are often apt to slight. 
However, because of his imbalance the 
author is forced to give too much em- 
phasis to receiving the Kingdom rather 
than the King and because of his defi- 
nition of Kingdom as God’s rule, he 
is forced to rule out any excessive 
quantity of evil in the present aspect 
of the Kingdom. This leads him to a 
doubtful interpretation of the meaning 
of leaven in the parable of Matthew 
13. The nearest to a definition of 
leaven that he comes to is this: “Leaven 
is not here a symbol of evil; but un- 
leavened bread was a symbol of haste” 
(p. 61). Apparently leaven in the par- 
able is the slowness of the sure growth 








of the Kingdom. But the week-loy 
feast of unleavened bread is unrelate 
to haste; and surely the Lord did ng 
warn His disciples to beware of th 
slowness of the Pharisees; and Paul dij 
not mean that we should “keep th 


feast with the haste of sincerity anj. 


truth” (1 Cor. 5:8). Leaven meam 
evil in Matthew 13 as elsewhere; only 
such a meaning completely embarrass 
the author’s thesis. As stated before 
he simply needs to go one step furthe 
in his scheme. While one may no 
agree with these vital matters in the 
book, there are many truths clearly 
stated in it. The student will do wel 
to read it, but it must be read with 
careful discernment. 


Sunday School Workers’ Trainiy 
Course. No. 1. Introductory Cours, 
By Ray H. Hughes. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75) 
If Robert Raikes discovered the child, it 
would seem from Mr. Hughes’ brief his. 
tory that Stephen Paxton discovered 
the Sunday school, for he organized in 
the Mississippi Valley over 1300 schools 
with 83,000 pupils and teachers. And 
his horse was named for Raikes. From 
such a thrilling introduction the author 
turns to the Sunday school’s constitu 
tion, the seven articles of which serve a 
a model in objectives and organization. 
Three charts help to simplify the set-up 
in as many types of schools. Chapter 
3 shows how each age group may be 
departmentalized. Promotion Day is 
emphasized, and one learns that visita 
tion is a matter of prayer, purpose, and 
plan. Under “Build Better Records” the 
teacher understands what to do when a 
pupil misses one, two, three, or four 
Sundays. Next comes “Taking a Reli- 
gious Census,” and a chapter on “Stand- 
ardizing Your School.” The _ closing 
lesson deals with Sunday _ school 
teachers’ and workers’ conferences. As 
with all other volumes in the set, the 
print is clear and the subject matter 
concise, the whole being wonderfully 
easy to absorb and use. Each chapter 
ends with a discussion guide. 


Sunday School Workers’ Training 
Course. No.2. The Teacher. By O. W. 
Polen. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) If, as Mr. Polen 
says, sixty out of a hundred of those 
who addressed Christ called Him 
teacher, how important must be the 
teaching ministry! Its requirements, 
purpose, and pledge are here outlined 
along with a description of its three- 
fold aim: to make the Bible vital and 
practical, to press for decisions, and to 
offer spiritual help and guidance. That 
teachers are divinely called, the author 
believes is stated in Matthew 28:18-20, 
and with the call comes always the bur- 
den to study the Bible, learn it, and give 
it out. Student behavior problems are 
listed with advice for dealing with each, 
and there are eight teaching methods 
given for variety in challenging the vari- 
ous age groups. The last chapter shows 
how to evaluate results: have the ob- 
jectives been reached and_ pupils 
actually won to Christ? Are those al 
ready won definitely growing? The 
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fnal discussion guide is followed by a 
self-examination for teachers. 


Sunday School Workers’ Training 


Course. No. 3. The Student. By W. P. 
Stanley. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) As the farmer 


must understand his soil, if he would be 
successful, so the teacher must know his 
pupil. Thus Mr. Stanley begins with 
the pre-school child, showing how he 
reacts as an individual socially, physi- 
cally, mentally, and in his spiritual de- 
velopment. Next, the Junior age is seen 
as a time of stronger emotional needs, 
of competition, learning by doing, and 
of making the Saviour definitely his 
own. In regard to adolescence, the 
teacher must understand the pupil’s sex- 
ual changes, his self consciousness, 
critical or aggressive behavior, awk- 
wardness, and snap judgments, all of 
which characteristics must be handled 
with wisdom and patience. Lastly, the 
author insists that while the importance 
of reaching children cannot be stressed 
too strongly, the Sunday school can 
never succeed without adults. The 
needs of young, middle, and later adult- 
hood are therefore given appropriate 
place. 


Sunday School Workers’ Training 
Course. No. 4. Sunday School Evan- 
gelism. By Earl P. Paulk, Jr. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.75.) Having defined evangelism as 
proclaiming the good news of salvation 
through Christ, Mr. Paulk then declares 
that the death and resurrection of our 
Lord would avail little were it not for 
the evangelistic program that was to 
follow. He then links this program 
with the Bible, the church, the personal 
witness, the home, the school and the 
world. The chapters following highlight 
the Sunday school as the ideal place for 
evangelism, and list ten steps regarding 
visitation for this purpose. Other chap- 
ter titles are Mass Movements, Winning 
Parents Through the Children, The 
Buddy System in the Church, Educa- 
tional Evangelism, and The Personal 
Touch. The need for decision, how to 
encourage it, and how to hold it fast, is 
carefully explained. Last, emphasis is 
laid on the fact that this work cannot be 
done without the Holy Spirit, who 
alone can give the burning heart and 
anointed lips. 


One Out of Four. By Myrtle William- 
son. (John Knox Press, Richmond 9, 
Va., $1.50.) Shall the patient be told 
that he is suffering from a progressive, 
incurable illness, or should the truth 
be hid from him? The average prac- 
ticing physician is called upon to make 
this heart-rending decision almost daily. 
Revealing the truth. to the patient may 
cause shock and despair that will hasten 
death. Hiding the truth, on the other 
hand, denies the victim an opportunity 
to prepare for eternity. A wise phy- 
Ssician will weigh the factors with great 
care—and prayer, if he is a Christian. 
Miss Myrtle Williamson’s physician 
chose to tell her the truth: she was 
suffering from rapidly spreading, in- 
curable cancer. She regarded her re- 
Maining time as a rare opportunity to 


prepare for her heavenly Home. Writ- 
ing “One Out of Four” was one part 
of the preparation. This little book 
possesses warmth and forthright con- 
fidence that will render the reader 
never quite the same again for having 
read it. Miss Williamson spent her 
entire adult life in Christian service, 
as director of Christian education in 
Presbyterian (U.S.) churches, public 
school Bible teacher, director of field 
work at the Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education, and finally, as an 
instructor at Stillman College, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala. No believer should deny 
himself the privilege of reading this 
short book. Christian physicians may 
want to keep copies on hand for dis- 
tribution to patients. Every minister 
should have a copy, to be loaned to 
the families of incurably ill parish- 
ioners, and to the sick only after con- 
sultation with the patient’s physician. 
Miss Williamson did not live to finish 
her book; the concluding chapter was 
written by a friend. As she lay in an 
oxygen tent a few days before her 
death she slowly dictated: “Humbly I 
am learning to walk the razor’s edge. 
Starting this book was a big adven- 
ture. Nine weeks in the hospital have 
taught me that I have very, very much 
to learn. I know that the way is full 
of pain, that I am still full of pride, 
and that I am far, far from humble. 
I submit this book to you with the 
prayer that God may use it and do 
with it what He will. I am grateful 
for His grace, beyond expression. God 
bless you every one.” 


Strictly Personal. By Eugenia Price. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) Miss Price’s new book 
is not, as one might be excused for 
gathering from the title, an addition 
to the plethora of books telling us how 
to cope with our personal problems. 
The idea of the book is stated quite 
simply in the subtitle: “The Adventure 
of Discovering What God Is Really 
Like.” Drawing from her ten years of 
experience as a follower of Christ and 
from her understanding of Scripture 
gained during that period, (and for 
Miss Price as for George MacDonald, 
there seems to be little, if any, dis- 
tinction between doctrine and experi- 
ence) Miss Price tells us, in her breezy 
style, that the business of being a Chris- 
tian is principally a personal encounter 
with God through Jesus Christ. What 
God offers us is not merely a list of 
things that He has done for us, or will 
do: it is Himself. When Jesus came, 
His work was to show us the Father. 
What He asks of us is that we agree 
to enter into this strictly personal re- 
lationship with Him. When we do this, 
it is impossible to predict exactly what 
is going to happen next. God’s ways of 
dealing with men are as varied as the 
men themselves. The intensely hu- 


man note in the book is gratifying. 
One cannot help but feel that with 
some of the finely spun, albeit true, 
doctrine of the deity of Jesus Christ, 
we may have forfeited some awareness 
of the fact that He was quite literally 
aman. And it was in this man Jesus 
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that the heart of God was revealed. 
Having actually become a man, Jesus 
Christ is not alarmed or shocked by 
our oddities, weaknesses, desires, neu- 
roses, (that tired word is rarely used 
in the book), or iniquities. The point 
is that we give Him credit for mean- 
ing what He says when He invites us 
to come to Him. If we will do this, 
the responsibility is His from there on. 
There is a distinction made, variations 
of which have kept theologians and 
humbler minds guessing for centuries, 
between the new birth and conversion. 
It is quite impossible to take issue 
with what Miss Price says about ex- 
perience—namely that there are many 
who are children of God but who ap- 
parently know nothing about follow- 
ing Him. She holds that the new 
birth is the action of God alone, and 
may or may not be accompanied by a 
conscious awareness on our part. Con- 
version is that moment when a man 
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consciously and deliberately makes ap 
about face and starts in a new direction 
—in the case of Christianity, toward fol. 
lowing Christ. If one is inclined ty 
take issue with this, let him be certain 
that his objections are substantial and 
not merely semantic. 


The Bitter Fruit of Kom-Pawi. By 
Taiwon Koh. (The John C. Winston 
Co., Philadelphia 7; $3.50.) When Tai- 
won Koh was a child in the small vil. 
lage of Kom-Pawi, in what is today 
North Korea, she never dreamed that 
she would some day come to America 
to live. Even when she came in 195) 
to further her own education and to 
be with her doctor husband, who was 
studying at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, she did not expect to stay per- 
manently. For she had left her three 
small children behind in Seoul, Korea, 
under the care of their grandparents 
when she came to America. Three 
months later came the Korean War 
and untold suffering both for those 
involved and those who waited and won- 
dered. Mrs. Koh gives a heart-warm- 
ing account of the selfless Christian 
love and aid given her as she en- 
deavored to locate her children and 
bring them to America. The author 
describes her life as a child in Korea, 
drawing a revealing picture of life 
there under Japanese rule, before and 
during World War II. She tells of the 
violent nationalism of the Japanese and 
how, during the war, they forced 
Korean school children to assemble at 
the Japanese shrines to pray for Ja- 
pan’s victory. Here is a story, inspiring 
and stimulating, that will cause the 
reader to reappraise his thinking as he 
lives in and is influenced by today’s 
materialistic society. 


Of Mice and People. By Betty Carl- 
son. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) For the down- 
hearted, defeated Christian, here is the 
tonic of an understanding friend. “I 
love people,” says Betty Carlson, and 
proceeds to convince the reader that 
he is included. With unusual percep- 
tion, the author probes a wide variety 
of human problems and shows how the 
solution for all these difficulties may 
be found in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Some of the subjects discussed include: 
“If I Could Only Lose Weight,” “I 
Skipped Middle Age,” “Let Go to God,” 
“A Fragrance From Within,” and “Mer- 
ciful and Mighty Is Our God.” Each 
chapter is a complete entity, having 
been gleaned from the author’s column 
in the Rockford Morning Star, “I Love 
People,” and from various magazine ar- 
ticles that she has written. 


A Pulpit Manual. 
ald E. Demaray. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) This 64 
page semi-soft, black-bound book con- 
tains calls to worship, invocations, 
offertory prayers, and benedictions for 
general use and for special occasions 
Many of them were penned by church 
fathers and the great reformers. Some 
are very beautiful. It is designed to 
be carried into the pulpit. The volume 
may be of some value to young minis- 
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ters and to laymen who are occasionally 
called upon to participate in wor- 
ship services. The veteran minister will 
not find it to be of great value, except, 
perhaps, for “something different.” More 
help can be found in “The Book of 
Common Worship,” “The Book of Com- 
mon Prayer,” “The Book of Worship,” 
and similar standard books. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1961 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1961 is now available. Many 
Superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
Teal incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
Tegular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
Use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 


The 1961 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Worship = 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 14 to 20 


Mon.—Psalm 66:1-14. 
Praise for God’s Mighty Deeds. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIonsS: “Say unto God, 
How terrible art thou in thy works! 
through the greatness of thy power 
shall thine enemies submit themselves 
unto thee.” In our time man is con- 
sidered to be very great, while God is 


of practically no importance. That is 
just the difference between Bible 
thought and modern thought. Is God 


great to you? Does He amaze you, 
humble you, and melt you as He did 
godly people in both Testaments? As 
you rate God so will be your state be- 
fore Him. Live in the Word and God 
will be more real and glorious to you. 
Pray for the rise of the tide of prayer 
for our country. 


Tues—Psalm 92:1-9. 
The Privilege of Praise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord.” 
Witnessing for God and about His 
greatness, goodness, and character is a 
much neglected duty. What would 
have happened if the Lord’s apostles 
had been as remiss in testimony as we 
are in times of greater opportunity? 
The zeal of Communists and of false 
cultists should put many of us to shame. 
Think of the zeal of Bible characters. 
David gave testimony before kings; 
Paul testified to “small and great” (Acts 
26:22). God forgive our timidity and 
lightness. Give God all the glory you 
can. Pray that ministers may promote 
earnest prayer for our nation. 


Wed.—Psalm 96:1-6. 


God’s Honor and Majesty. 


PraYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Honour and 
majesty are before him: strength and 
beauty are in his sanctuary.” Our 


knowledge of God seems very limited. 
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His greatness exceeds all thought. In 
Him are oceans of infinitude and 
boundlessness. Because we live so lit- 
tle in His Word, we contemplate Him 
slightly. He seems far away and al- 


most like man. Yet how wonderful 
He is! “What worthless worms are 
we!” wrote Isaac Watts. His greatness 
is unsearchable. One generation shall 
praise Him unto another. Let God, 
the Creator of all things and of our- 
selves, be more honored, loved, and 
exalted. Pray that people in churches 
will duly pray for their government 
(1 Tim. 2:1). 


Thurs.—Psalm 96:7-13. 
God’s Glory and Power. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Give unto the 
Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lord glory and strength.” 
Ascribe to God His great attributes. 
Begin the heavenly theme you can 
never end even in eternity. Eternity 
is all too short to utter even a fragment 
of His praise. The only way to become 
a blessing to people is to know more of 
God and of His love toward us in 
Christ Jesus. Pray that God’s people 
may raise more prayer for government 
in family and private prayers. 


Fri—Psalm 100. Joy in Worship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.” We 
are forewarned not to come into God’s 
presence with “wrath and doubting” 
(1 Tim. 2:8). ~God instructs us to enter 
there with praise and thanksgiving. 
Praises sound good to God’s ears when 
not in a minor key. “Be thankful unto 
him, and bless his name” (Psa. 100:4). 
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice ye 
righteous. Let your voice of praise be 
joyful. Pray that people of God about 
you may sense the serious necessity for 
prayer for the nation. 


Sat.—Psalm 103:1-12. 
God’s Gracious Benefits. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul: and forget not all his bene- 
fits.” Note the list of blessings in suc- 
ceeding verses: Forgiveness, healing, 
redemption from death, loving-kindness, 
tender mercies, great satisfaction to 
body, soul, and spirit; providence, pro- 
tection, revelation, and extended good- 
ness. The Lord will bless whatever 
your state or case may be. Pray for 
more preaching on the Christian’s duty 
to pray for government. 


Sun.—Psalm 103:13-22. 
God’s Blessings to Mankind. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bless the Lord, 
all his works in all places of his do- 
minion: bless the Lord, O my soul.” All 
men, everywhere are duty bound to 
honor God with thankfulness for 
mercies received. Thanklessness will 
increasingly be among men a glaring 
crime (see Rom. 1:21 and 2 Tim. 3:2). 
Christian, cultivate the spirit of thanks- 
giving. Enter God’s presence for Bible 
study .and prayer: with thanksgiving. 
Be thankful unto Him and bless His 
name (Col. 3:15). Be thankful, too, for 
your free country. Bless God for it. 
Pray for its welfare. 
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55 FEATURES... 7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


: EDITED BY REV, F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the entrance of the 
Library of the Florida State College for Women in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledége.’ 


Most 
The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find the fullest 
Helpful spiritual truths and to gain the most complete knowledge of the 
Bible in the easiest way. For the past two years I have used the 
Bible New Chain Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: “This is to testify that I have used the 

Published 


volume of the Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I wish every 
preacher and teacher of the Word had a copy of this most usabk 
and logical reference work.” Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no 
student should be without this splendid aid to Bible study and 
instruction.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: ““The New Chain Referencs 
Bible is a treasure-house of useful information. Surely, this is the 
Bible that ought to be in every home.” Dr. F. M. McConnell; 
“I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can get more informa 
tion from this Bible in two days than a preacher can get from aa 
ordinary Bible in a week. It is a whole library in itself.” De, 
W. Graham Scroggie: ‘If anyone were to ask me, ‘I can afford 
to have one Bible only: what would you recommend me to get?’I 
would say at once, ‘The New Chain Reference Bible.’ It isa 
marvel of compressed value, and represents more than thirty yean 
of most diligent study. It supplies helps, which together can be 
found nowhere else."” Dr. H. Framer Smith: “I find that it su 
passes them all for real practical helps. To anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.”” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘I wish I could 
influence every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 


Thompson Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study of 
the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market today. I wish 
that every reader of the Bible and every student of the Bible had 
a copy of this unusually helpful Bible.” The Late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier: ‘It has been a great help to me in my radio work, preach- 
ing, literary and editorial activities. I recommend it highly to pas- 
tors, teachers, students, and Bible readers.”” Dr. J. A. Huffman: 
“I have never seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helpsl 


1. ates chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
Beal History with Contemporary Secular History. 
. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole. 
. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
t Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 
The Numerical and C eference Systems. 
Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 
trast between the Old and New Testaments. 
(0. The oe Treasury. New Topiés for Prayer Meet- 
.— 8 4 Women’ ae Missionary Meet- 
eople’s Meetings, etc. 
1i. x as le Readings for private devotions and pub- 
lic services. New and different subjects. 
12. Bible Harmonies } the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
3. § | Portraits of ~~ 


cause of a he Babylonian Captivity. 
‘emple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 


1. Chatto Jo Hours on the Cross. 
The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


19. AllProminent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
—— etc., with meaning of their names given. 

Golden Chapters of the Bible. 
ry : Complete Genera! Index of over seven thousand 


, names and places. 
22. a Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


Showing Seven ed of Divine Law. 
Graph of the Prodiga| So: 
Mnemonics, or sees to memorize. 
at The Pi aoa les and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 
28 Bible so Marko Explaining best methods.of marking 
one’s Bible. 


29. Concordance. 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 


ing p 
Other Features In Text Cyclopedia 
81. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
Be out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
as many as in any other Bible. 
82. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
Life, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith— —Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, eto. 

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, ete. 

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
~~ from the Bible itself. 

Miracles of aa the Old and New Testaments listed 

fn Chronologleal Or 

36. Parables of = "Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three, 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of th the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 
\ at. of Judges of Israel and Judah given in“Chronolog- 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where events are given. 

rif Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, {llus- 
trated with well-known paintings 

50. Chart of the Seven le of Asia, described by 


ohn. 

51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of the Early Church. 

52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
= Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in fu 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. 

54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 
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The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy-any Bible—or you may regret 
it as othersiave. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 
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